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‘by Ande Zellman 


Q: In the earlier years, did being 
a woman in horticulture present 
problems? 

A: Horticulture? My dear, ’'m 
an archaeologist. 


I knew I was free at last the 
day I hissed and cursed my per- 
petually ailing geranium and 
heaved it off the back porch. 
Having finally accorded the 
geranium the treatment Tha- 
lassa Cruso reserved for hope- 
less cases — but never hesitated 
to employ where necessary — I 
was no longer guilt-ridden, no 
longer a dutiful drudge who felt 
obliged to treat plants at least as 
fairly as I treat people. 

As Cruso’s admirable, no-non- 
sense approach teaches, plants 
don’t really want lunch at the 
Ritz — and the sooner you 
realize this, the freer you'll feel. 


Cruso preaches her pragmatism 


in outdoor and indoor gardening 
books, in magazine columns, in 
the Sunday Globe..(unless her 
column is “thrown out because 
they have an advertisement for 
toilet seats or something,” she 
says) and on her weekly Making 
Things Grow program, formerly 
produced at WGBH and now in 
reruns. 

But Cruso is more than just an 
acclaimed horticulturist; this 
knowledgeable and endearing 
woman has also had careers as 
an archaeologist, anthropologist 
and curator. She is a fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries of Lon- 
don and a member of the Royal 
Archaeological Institute. She 
comes from a long line of green 
thumbs in her native Britain and 
has been gardening in the Bos- 
ton area for 41 years. 

After assuring herself that 
Patrick, her plump orange cat, 
and the interviewer were prop- 
erly arranged at her summer 
home in Marion, Cruso_ began 
this Phoenix interview on hor- 
ticultural problems peculiar to 
apartment dwellers. 


Q: To what do you attribute the 
recent “‘plant boom’’? 

A: I’ve never really known for 
sure, but it seems connected to 
the rise in young people’s inter- 
est in environment. It was part of 
the protest syndrome — it grew 
up, it crested along with all the 
causes and problems. 

And that, I think, can also be 
tied into a purely sociological 
fact, which was that throughout 
the late ’50s young people began 
to leave home in droves and got 
set up in apartments and rooms. 
They rarely had been doing that 
much before, when they usually 
just stayed home until they got 
married. But here they were, 
moving in with not too much 
money and a little furniture — 
usually a few sticks that their 
parents dragged out — but they 
bought plants to furnish their 
rooms. This plant collecting had 
very much to do with the youth 
exodus. 

Q: If someone is moving into a 
Back Bay or m enway apereannt 
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But not to her plants 


and the windows face out onto a 
wall or an air shaft, what kind of 
lighting unit can they use? 

A: Any lighting unit will do, but 
I-don’t see the need for multi- 
colored special grow lights or 
anything of that sort. For the 
most part one warm white and 
one cool white fluorescent tube, 
which you can buy in the hard- 
ware store, with a reflector is suf- 
ficient. 

Q: And where does one find re- 
flectors? 

A: Well, most of these units can 
be gotten through plant cat- 
alogs and you can certainly get 
one at a large nursery. But there 
are special horticultural lights 
you can put on tracks now un- 
der which any indoors plant will 
do well. You could put a plant 
under a reading light, but the 
only thing wrong with that is 
that incandescent light gen- 
erates heat which fluorescent 
doesn’t. Incandescent is also 
more expensive where fluores- 
cent lighting is relatively cheap. 
But for fluorescent lighting to be 
useful you will need the power of 
two tubes — one just isn’t 
enough. The disadvantage of the 
units is that to do any real good, 
they must be fairly near the 
plant. If you have big plants or 
have inherited your grand- 
mother’s rubber tree you can 
make use of a single spotlight on 
the floor or on a track. But the 
light must be turned on regular- 
ly. Get a timer if you have to. 
That’s what makes the differ- 
ence. 

Q: If I remember correctly, you 
came out against purchasing 
large plants. 

A: Oh? I did? That’s probably 
true but it probably has to do 
with the two things that worry 
me about buying plants in et 
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Cruso with her garden variety miracles at home 


eral. This probably is a general- 
ization and all the plant stores 
will come out denying it, but 
most of the big indoor plants are 
grown in Florida and are shipped 
up here in Florida muck. Plants 
will grow to great heights under 
most any conditions in Florida. 
They are shipped up here in very 
poor soil. You don’t have to 
spend a great deal to buy a large 
fiscus or a large dracaena, but 
they almost always need to be re- 
potted: Such plants got to be 
lush, lovely things because they 
were originally grown under per- 
fect conditions. Of course, they 
need time to adjust. The other 
thing that worries me is that 
people should know how to 
propagate their own plants. It 
isn’t at all difficult. Find a friend 
who has a plant that you like and 
using your finger and thumb 
steal a snip or two. 

Q: If people do buy plants do you 
advise them to buy at a plant 
store or at a nursery? 

A: I think on the whole that 
there’s not much difference ex- 
cept that the nursery may be a 
little cheaper. I’m not terribly in 
favor of buying plants at the 5 
and 10, though sometimes they 
will have a good buy. The plants 
that are shortest lived are, un- 
fortunately, for the most part the 
flowering plant. I’m embar- 
rassed to have my clivia bloom- 
ing at this time of year but cliv- 
ias will live a long time indoors 
— they don’t mind indoor heat. 
To get them to bloom they need 
a certain amount of light. These 
light-sensitive plants need a cer- 
tain amount of darkness each 
night. If you sit around in your 
living room all night with the 
lights on, the plant probably 
won’t bloom. For instance, the 


spathiphyllum grows well in poor 


light, in high heat and you can’t 
overwater it — which is a nice 
change. As long as it is not too 
hot, the Christmas cactus will 
bloom very nicely indoors. 

Q: Potting soil always seems to 
be a big success factor. Do you 
suggest buying it prepackaged? 
A: I’ve always been very lucky to 
have the use of compost. But for 
the person who lives in the city 
that pre-packaged stuff is very 


Q: What if you'd like to mix up 
your own soil? 

A: Go to the store and get per- 
lite and peat moss to mix with 
the soil. Peat moss will coarsen 
up the soil and perlite will allow 
the air to circulate throughout 
the soil. 

Q: Do you think that city water 
is bad for plants? 

A: I think the water for plants 
should stand overnight. People 
make the mistake of watering 
plants straight from the cold tap. 
African violets will develop spot- 
ted leaves indicating that the 
water is just too cold. It shocks 
them. All houseplants should 
have lukewarm water. If the wa- 
ter has been heavily chlorinated 
— and Boston is much better off 
than some places — you should 
draw the water and let it stand 
overnight. More people shock 
their plants with cold water, 
though they’re not terribly fond 
of burning hot water either. 

Q: In your book you suggest put- 
ting ice cubes on top of the soil. 
A: Oh, for hanging plants they’re 
excellent. They won’t shock the 
plant because it takes time for 
them to dissolve and to trickle in 
slowly. 

Q: Do you recommend buying 
water meters and moisture tes- 
ters? Are they really useful or 
just money-making gimmicks? 
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Cruso 


Talks to the Phoenix 


A: People will buy the most un- 
believable things! They now sell 
two pig heads on stalks that you 
shove into the soil and if the pig’s 
snout turns pink then the plant 
needs water. That just about 
sums-up my feelings on all those 
gadgets. I suppose if you- just 
have two plants, those meters 
are worthwhile. But if you have 
20 or so plants, you can’t go 
about putting meters in all of 
them. 

Q: What is your rule of thumb 
for watering plants? 

A: Not to slosh it on daily. If the 
soil is dark and wet, the plant 
doesn’t need water. Plants that 
need a lot of water will show you 
very rapidly that they need it. 
You have to just get to know your 
plants. 

Q: Do plants need changes of 
soil? 

A: That’s one of those iffys. If 
the plant looks in trouble, it’s 
worth knocking it- out and hav- 


"jing a look at the roots. If the 


roots are white and stringy — not 
packed tightly — then it is all 


: right. If the roots are curled 
: 5 around in a ball, it needs to be 


8 repotted. If the roots are soft, 
brown and smelly then you’ve 


S 2 overwatered and you can try to 


downpot it. But you may have to 
throw it away once it gets into 
that condition. I’m very much in 
favor,of the slow-release fertili- 
zers — like those cold capsules. 
The 3M people have put out a lot 
of those fertilizers. Put a tea- 
spoon over the top of the soil and 
there it is. People tend to over- 
feed their plants as well. No need 
to rush around every week pul- 
ling down plants and pouring 
fertilizer on them. But if you’re a 
very dedicated gardener in an in- 
tolerable apartment, you really 
ought to grow things in a terrar- 
ium, You can make your own 
climate and grow what you want. 
What’s more, you can slap the 
lid on and go away for the week- 
end, which is very nice indeed. 
And there are dozens of books 
out on terrariums. When I wrote 
my book the current number of 
specialty books were not on the 
market. Now the number of 
books in the garden section is 
just absurd. But most of them 
are excellent. 
Q: I think a large problem in 
growing indoor plants is that 
many of us live in old buildings 
where it is not always possible to 
regulate the heat. You know, 
those old steam radiators are 
pretty rough on plants. I usually 
put a pot of water on top of the 
radiator when it’s going full blast 
and hope for the best. I really 
don’t know what else to do be- 
sides that and spraying them. 
A: There isn’t much else you can 
do except stand them up on 
something like one of those ag- 
gregates, which you can buy at a 
nursery, because aggregate is 
porous. It is better than gravel, 
which I used to use. If you keep 
the tray full then the moisture 
really does come up. It’s really 
good. 

poner scons on page 4 
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- Continued from page 3 

Q: But after winter, just when 
the plants have finally gotten ad- 
justed to the heat, the season 
changes and it’s time to turn on 
the air conditioner. 

A: They don’t mind that, 
though, as long as the plant isn’t 
directly in the breeze. They do 
mind it very much if you have 
your air conditioner on a timer 
and it only goes on a half hour 
before you come home in the 
evening. 

Q: What kind of pots do you rec- 
ommend? Clay or plastic? 

A: I don’t have any violent feel- 
ings about either. The older I 
get, the more inclined I am to go 
for the ones that are lighter in 
weight and plastic is much 
lighter. The only. difficulty, 
which really isn’t a difficulty at 
all, is that you don’t have to wa- 
ter the plant as much. You have 
to learn how to handle it. The 
water in clay pots evaporates 
much more quickly. 

Q: How does one crock a pot 
properly? 

A: There are all sorts of differ- 
ent ways. The whole point of 
crocking, basically, is to prevent 
the drainage vents from getting 
jammed with soil. That’s why 
people used to underlay their soil 
with a layer of broken crocks 
{hence the term]. But it is just as 
effective if you cut a piece of an 
old pantyhose and lay it across 
the bottom because the soil 
won’t wash into the vents that 


way. 

Q: I've been going out to the 
driveway and scooping up grav- 
el for the bottom of the pot. 

A: I'm sure that is excellent and 
it does provide good drainage. 
The whole point of crocking, 
however you do it, is so the soil 
won’t clog the drainage. 

Qy And so the water won’t run 
straight out? 

A: That’s not so bad because 
proper watering is to water it so 
thoroughly that water does run 
out. That way you know you’ve 
given it a good dousing and 
needn’t worry about it for at 
least 48 hours. 

Q: What do you think of the 
bestseller by Peter Tompkins 
and Christopher Bird, The Se- 
cret Life of Plants? 


- A: [sighs] Yes, I’ve seen it. It’s a 


put-on, in a way. All of it is half- 
digested. 

Q: What do you think of talking 
to plants and playing classical 
music for them? 

A: I think talking to your plants 
is fairly obvious because plants 
thrive on carbon dioxide. I dare 
say that there is more in this 
than any of us knows about. But 
there are certain things that are 
known. One is that plants re- 
spond to vibration, which is pos- 
sibly the explanation of their res- 
ponse to playing music. They 
seem to respond to magnetic 
fields. They certainly do res- 
pond to carbon dioxide. I don’t 
know this stock theory that 
plants cringe with acid rock. I 
don’t know anything about acid 
rock. Perhaps the vibration is too 
strong in certain areas. There is a 
superb horticulturist in Boston 
named Taylor who is a violinist 
as well. She noticed years ago 
that the seedlings she planted 
germinated better in the room 
where she practiced her violin. 
That is an example of vibration 
again. 

Q: Do you think it is ridiculous 
when people scold their plants, 
telling them to shape up or out 
they go? 

A: Well, I think people just get 
fun out of doing that. It cer- 


‘tainly doesn’t hurt the plants 


but I doubt that it does much: 


good. 

Q: If someone has just de- 
veloped an interest in plants, 
what varieties do you suggest 
they begin with to test out a 
green thumb? 

A: The aglaonema [chinese ever- 
green] or a sanservieria [snake 
plant or mother-in-law’s ton- 
gue]. You can’t kill a sanser- 
vieria. You can forget to water it 














for a long time and it won’t 
mind. And the dracaenas, 
though they will lose their bot- 
tom leaves in time. They are 
very hardy and losing their bot- 
tom leaves is not a sign of poor 
work because that is the way 
they grow in nature. In the West 
Indies they’re used for hedges. 
They have great, thick leafless 
stalks which form the hedge. 
Then the peperomia, of which 
there are quite a variety now. 
Q: What about starting off with 
a spider plant? 

A: Oh, he’s fine. In fact he’ll 
bloom for you as soon as he 
doesn’t have too much light. 
He’s a short day plant. 

Q: What can you do to stimu- 
late the growth of the plantlet, 
those little spider babies? - 

A: Don’t give it so much light. 
Being a short day plant it will 
not spider enthusiastically if 
you're up playing the stereo at 
two in the morning. 

Q: Do you suggest purchasing a 
very basic plant book for in- 
formation on specific lighting 
needs of each plant? I picked up 
your book six years ago and 
found it to be a simple guide 
when so many others at the time 
were encyclopedias. 

A: That’s the problem. But since 
then there has been a great 
proliferation of plant books, 
some of which are excellent, But 
I don’t think that you should 
overdo that. My whole. idea in 
my work with plants was to en- 
courage people to do things they 
didn’t think they could do. You 
shouldn’t leave it at having 
brought 10 basic plants into the 
house. I think you should start 
experimenting. Start taking cut- 
tings, start trying to take layers. 
I always feel as though someone 
has given birth when I root a cut- 
ting. It is still an extraordinary 
thing to me that I can pull it off. 
And that’s always been my feel- 
ing — people underestimate 
what they can do. It takes a little 
skill, but there is huge satisfac- 
tion in léarning a new skill. 
"@: T‘remember on one WGBH 
show where after 15 minutes of 
showing the correct way of re- 
potting a plant you stared 
straight into the camera and said 
that if the plant was giving you 
too much trouble — well, toss it 
out. 

A: Get rid of it! Well, I don’t 
think people should become a 
slave to plants. I think they 
should start with things that can 
put up with their rough treat- 
ment. Start with one of the cacti 
or succulents. You can always 
clip a succulent back and start it 
up again. The aloes will put up 
with an astonishing amount of 
neglect. I think you need to start 
with something fairly foolproof 
and something fairly neglect- 
proof. The moment I begin to 
feel like a slave, I’m. turned off. 
The other day I went into the cel- 
lar and saw the tuberous begon- 
ias that I put away last fall — I 
haven’t even looked at them for 
four months — and they were 
showing little pink growth. Well, 
of course that did it. I brought 
them upstairs. They get you 
every time. They get you com- 
ing and going. If they’re willing 
to cooperate I'll go to almost any 
length. 

Q: Moving plants from apart- 
ment to apartment is a prob- 
lem. 

A: Plants are much tougher than 
you think. They’ll curl over in 
that lovely way. They curl their 
heads over looking as fragile as 
Botticelli angels. Just so long as 
you have newspaper packed 
around the plant when you put 
them in a carton. Cartons from 
the grocery store are the answer. 
I wish there were square pots for 
the larger plants for the sake of 
people who have to pack their 
plants often. That’s what the 
nurseries use. 

Q: Sometimes you will have a 
plant which sends off a minia- 
ture duplicate of itself con- 
nected to its side. Can people 
disengage them without much 
trouble or will that kill the 
plant? 
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room. 


A: Yes, I’m sure you can do that. 
They’re called offsets. The cliv- 
ias-do that a great deal. But you 
must wait until the offset is 
fairly large; then you have to 
knock the plant out of the pot — 
a very messy operation. Simply 
work fast with a sharp knife, the 
faster the better, cut it off with a 
section of root and dust the roots 
with sulfur dusting powder. You 
can get the powder at a drug- 
store. Then repot the original 
plant and pop the offset into its 
own pot. 

Q: Is it important to handle 
roots gently? 

A: Yes, try not to break the tip 
ends. That’s where the hydraul- 
ic thrust comes from. Also, it is 
the only part that has the capac- 
ity to pull in the soluble solu- 
tion. 

Q: The big question: what to do 
about bugs? 

A: Well, there you run into all 
sorts of things — most of all your 
own safety. They may have been 
taken off the market, but there 


were those pest strips that you 


hang. I have a bad heart and 
when my doctor found out I had 
those strips around, he nearly 
had a fit. And yet I still see them 
being advertised and put up in 
the nurseries. I think, though, if 
you must use something like that 
you should make a wigwam out 
of one of those cleaning bags and 
hang the pest strip in there with 
your plants. And when you take 
it out make sure that you have 
the windows wide open. - 

On the whole, I’m a great be- 
liever. in water. A good strong 
spray and catching it early to 
prevent further damage. That’s 
why it is important to give your 
plants a good looking over when 
watering them. You can see what 
is happening and if you get it to 
the sink you can give it a shower 
and really wash it off. Particu- 
larly under the leaves and 
around the stalk. Almost all 
pests can be eliminated that 
way. Red spider mites come from 
too dry an atmosphere. Alcohol 
on a Q-Tip is good for mealy- 
bug. Scales only travel in the 
younger stages. They stay put 
oénce older — that’s when you 
can see them and can scratch 


them off. But it doesn’t hurt to. 


spend a wet afternoon listening 
to symphonies and scratching off 
scales. I’d much rather do all this 
than use a pest spray in my 
house. 

Q: So you think that water is a 
good all-around cure. 

A: Yes. Give it a good spray and 
wash the dash stuff off. Those 
old-fashioned sprays are good 
but awfully dangerous. They 
have some new sprays — syn- 
thetics — but I'd stick to water if 
possible. In fact, if I go away and 
come back and find my plant in- 
fested with mealy bug I’m in fa- 
vor of throwing it out. Misting is 
very important to the plant’s 
health and keeping the leaves 
clean. 

Q: How about those leaf shining 
solutions you see in supermar- 
kets? 

A: Those, I think, are positively 
injurious. I wouldn’t use them. 
All shiny leaf plants benefit from 
a regular washing. 

Q: Especially in apartments 
where there isn’t much air move- 
ment? 

A: Yes. It’s important to get af- 
ter that dust. 

Q: What happens if you drop a 
plant? 

A: First think to do when you see 
it lying on the floor is to wet a 
towel and throw it over the roots. 
It’s most important to protect 
the roots. Once that is set you 
ean look around for a new pot, 
soil, the vacuum cleaner 
throw the cat out of the room. All 
that can be done after you make 
sure that the roots are protec- 
ted. 

Q: When you repot it, should 
you give it a good soak? 

A: If the soil is already wet, I 
think not. But if it is in a ter- 
rible tangle a little staking will 
improve the situation. But make 
sure the cat is out of the 
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252 NEWBURY ST. 
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ABLE’S GIANT 


STUDENT RUG SALE 


HALF PRICE AREA RUGS | 
ALL SIZES & COLORS — Shags, Plushes and Splushes 


6x9’, 9°x12’, 12x12’, 12°K15' and alt other sizes 








RYA RUGS ORIENTAL DESIGN RUGS 
4’x6’ Now $49&up 4’x6’ Now $28 &up 
6’x9’ Now $89&up 6’x9’ Now $49&up 
9x12’ Now $148&up = {8'3"x11'6” Now $99 &up 

100% DANISH WOOL BELGIYM MADE 








BIGELOW COMMERCIAL CARPET 
NOW 50% OFF 
LARGE SELECTION IN STOCK 


Excellent For Heavy Wear Areas, Woven Wool and Antron Nylons 
CASH AND CARRY RUG CLEANING 


Free Layaway Pian Charge, Carte Blanche, American Express 


i OPEN DAILY Mon. Thru Sat.. 9 to 6 
82-5010 Wed. & Fri. Eves. tl 9 p.m. 
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Rank &mer 4 


Tel: 7 


master 





able rug cleaners: 


20-30 Franklin St., Al 


Iston, Mass. Next to Allston Depot Steak House 








Mahoney’s is not quite your or- 
dinary plant store. Just visiting the 
place is an adventure. Ten retail 
greenhouses are bursting with 
every conceivable kind of green & 
flowering plant, hangers, terrar- 
ium plants, lush ferns & palms, in- 
door trees, many unusual var- 
ieties of plants. There’s also a com- 
plete selection of annuals, vege- 
table plants, perennials, ever- 
greens, ground covers, trees, fer- 
tilizers, everything you need for 
your outdoor gardening. Be sure to 
visit our information booth for ex- 
pert advice on the care of your 
plants & free instruction sheets on 
the varieties you purchase. 


Come on out to Mahoney’s this 
week. We're just eight miles from 
Harvard Sq. Our enormous selec- 
tion & reasonable prices make it 
well worth the trip. 


242 Cambridge St. (Rt. 3) Winchester, 729-5900 
Open 7 Days A Week 9am-9pm 
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Decorating in 
the Best of Taste 


Some things are too “good” to be true 


by Paula Span 

“T think you can nurture it like 
a plant if it’s there to begin 
with,” pronounces Ben Cook, 
probably the busiest and surely 
the saltiest interior designer in 
Boston. “You can’t acquire it. 
There are people who simply 
don’t have it and they never will 
have it.” 


He is talking about taste. 
Once Cook had an assistant with 
a wonderful memory for details, 
great organizational ability and 
no taste. “I told him to go to New 
York,” he sniffs. 

Cook, whose own house in Yar- 
mouthport frequently appears in 
House Beautiful and Home and 
Garden, has made a very com- 
fortable living for 40 years by 
decorating other people’s houses 
and apartments. Fortunately, if 
you’re not born with good taste 
and if you can’t acquire it, all is 
not lost. You can buy it. 

You can engage an interior 
decorator — or, as most prefer to 
be called, an interior designer. 
People consult designers for 
various reasons — for profes- 
sional advice, for aecess to the 
better showrooms, for con- 
venience or status. But among 
the most important reasons is to 
validate one’s choices, to ease 
the anxiety of having to decide 
alone whether bamboo furniture 
is future chic or tacky fad. 


What ordinary apartment 
dweller is bold enough to buy 510 
yards of parrot-green cotton with 
diagonal stripes of lemon and 
orange, drape it around'the walls 
of the living room like an enor- 
mous tent, and gather the ex- 
cess up in the center of the ceil- 
ing with a great swirling knot? 
But when Edgar McElroy, 
design director at Blooming- 
dale’s in Chestnut Hill, does it, 
it’s okay. That’s taste. 

“People tend to be rather 
safe,’ notes William Hgdgins, a 
Clarendon Street decorator. 
“When they have confidence in 
their decorator they can say, 
‘I’ve always had this mad desire 
for a lime green room.’ ” 


Local interior designers, (left to right): Edgar McElroy, Bloomingdale's; 
Michael Campbell at Longfellow Place and Ben Cook, Trade Winds. 


Buying taste is expensive, of 
course. Designers charge a fee, 
which can run from $300 to 
$1500, but that amount 
generally is credited against the 
materials and furnishings the 
client buys. The income comes 
from the 25 to 35 percent mark- 
up on the wholesale furniture 
and accessories they sell their 
clients at retail prices. “We buy 
cheap and sell expensive,” Cook 
explains. “I mean, let’s reduce it 
to the truth.” 


So Cook considers $5000 per 
room a minimum for a “budget 
job.” McElroy insists-you can’t 
get by decorating a two-bedroom 
apartment for less than $15,000. 
Hodgins’s recent two-bedroom 
jobs have run about $60,000, ex- 
cluding painting, construction 
and artworks. 


But there is no shortage of 
clients. Trade Winds, Ben 
Cook’s firm, is juggling 100 jobs 
in a given week; Bloomingdale’s 
counts 125 clients. Michael 
Campbell of Campbell-Moreau 
Associates, designer of a couple 
of model apartments for the new 
Longfellow Place complex, has 
been consulted by a number of 
new tenants. One businessman 
has asked him to duplicate the 
model studio exactly. It will cost 
between $12,000 and $14,000, 
but the occupant will not have to 
select even a single ashtray and 
he’ll feel secure in his purchased 
good taste.- 

Designers are an opinionated 
bunch, with fussy (and conflict- 
ing) ideas about what’s good (the 
most common word in their 
vocabulary) and what’s not. Of 
these four, among the city’s most 
successful, one papered an 
apartment entrance hall in cop- 
per foil and one can’t abide foil. 
Each is backed by a small army 
of painters, upholsterers, car- 
penters and stitchers who are 
jealously guarded and deemed 
markedly superior to the others’. 
Several had nothing pleasant to 
say about the work of col- 
leagues. 


There are even squabbles 


pee 


about the proper name for the 


profession. Cook calls himself a , 


designer because “decorator” 
sounds like a house painter. 
Hodgins, a “decorator” and 
proud of it, says “I think people 
are hysterical ‘that are adamant 
about being called designers.” 
Anyway, three of these gentle- 
men are cooking up a model room 
for the Designers Hope House, a 
charity project of the American 
Society of Interior Designers, to 
be set up at the Cabot Estate in 
Jamaica Plain in October. A 
couple dozen decorators — um, 
designers — will be represented 
(Cook is plotting a Christmas 
living room all in reds), so every- 
one can get to know what good is. 


Michael Campbell, who did 
two of the four models at Long- 
fellow Place downtown (‘‘A 
Landmark in Urban Living”’), is 
only 29, but already he is 
developing those biases that are 
the mark of the rising decorator. 

Like end tables. “I hate end 
tables,” he proclaims, pausing in 
a tour of “the peach apartment” 
at Longfellow. “If you use too 
many, you end up with a room 
full of legs — like a burlesque 
show.” So in the peach, gray and 
hunter green living room, end 
table functions have been as- 
sumed by a pair of chrome and 
glass etageres. 

Of the four Longfellow 
samples, Campbell’s studio 


‘seems to get the best reaction 


from visitors. “A pad,” admits 
Campbell, who lives in a Back 
Bay” studio himself. He used 
what he thought were “mascu- 
line” colors and patterns and 
was surprised to learn that 
women like it, too. 

The walls, covered in French 
lacquered wallpaper, are shiny 
navy or, in one section, floor-to- 
ceiling mirrors. There’s a navy, 
beige and brown art deco car- 
pet. A rambling wall unit 
separates the dining and living- 
sleeping area because, Camp- 
bell thinks, “there should be a 
feeling of suspense in studios; 


you shouldn’t walk in and see it 


all before you.” There’s also a 
phone in the bathroom. “I know 
where I am when I get my phone 
calls,” the designer comments. 

The showstopper is the bed, 
“my alternative to the sofa bed.” 
Campbell himself has grown 
weary of moving away a coffee 
table, pulling out a convertible 
sofa and grappling with sheets 
and blankets every night. So he 
designed and had a carpenter 
build a canopied. bed up- 
holstered in French fabric. By 
day, with some cushions and a 
cover, it seats guests; by night, 
with the cushions removed, the 
host can pull back the cover and 
(with or without the guests) 
crawl in. There’s a storage space 
underneath and track lighting 
above. It costs $2100, but a lady 
in Wellesley and two Boston 
high-rise dwellers have already 
placed their orders. 


The best place to see Edgar 
McElroy’s work is at Blooming- 
dale’s, where twice a year the de- 
sign department creates its 
model rooms. They’re always un- 
veiled at a Saturday night 
charity soiree (October 2 this 
year), with an orchestra and buf- 
fet tables taking over the furni- 
ture department and a-black-tie 
crowd alternately dancing, 
drinking and ogling. 

Last season’s models in- 
cluded’ McElroy’s striped-tent 
living reom,.a bedroom in which 
two painters spent two weeks 
transforming the walls into a red 
and white checkerboard, and a 
safari sort of room in which walls 
and floors were paved in sisal 
matting. “It creates a little ex- 
citement — that’s the idea,” 
McElroy explains. 

The Chestnut Hill Bloomie’s 
stocks the same home furnish- 
ings as the Manhattan store, but 
like most local designers Mc- 
Elroy finds Bostonians a some- 
what conservative clientele, 
more inclined to traditional 
styles than contemporary. 

“In New York, you know 
apartment livers,’’ he says. 


“Anything new and exciting, 


they like. We can bring things 
like that to Boston and they just 
don’t sell very well. I can’t tell 
you why, exactly.” One group of 
very high-style sofas and chairs 
that debuted in a model room 
eventually were shipped back to 
New York, unloved and unsold. 


Even for traditional motifs, 
though, McElroy and other de- 
signers frequently take their 
clients to shop the New York 
showrooms. Unlike Dallas and 
Chicago, Boston is too close to 
New York and perhaps too small 
to support major furniture 
wholesalers. 

Bloomingdale’s currently is 
filling up with Chinese and 
Taiwanese imports, the latest 
word in home design. “It’s just 
going to be fabulous,” McElroy 
beams, pointing out bamboo 
wall units, rattan dining room 
sets, and porcelain lamp bases. 
He also forsees lots of suede up- 
holstery, the return of the 
canopy bed and English chintz 
updated with bright colors as the 
good things this season. 


The letters FASID after 
Benjamin Cook’s name signify 
that he’s a Fellow of the Ameri- 
can Society of Interior De- 
signers. Cook is the patriarch of 
Boston designers, and not just 
because his Trade Winds has 
been in the same shop on New- 
bury Street for 26 years or be- 
cause he’s been in the business 
for 40. 

“I probably have more 
graduates than anyone in New 
England, all successful and all 
on their own,” he boasts. “They 
drop by and pick up stuff from 
the old boy. [’'m the stepping 
stone to stardom.”’ McElroy and 
Hodgins are among his former 
associates, as are local stars 
Richard FitzGerald, Neal 
Kinneman and Charles Will- 
hauer. 

Most people who can afford 
designers worry about burglaries 
arid kidnappings and don’t like 
writers and photographers from 
slick magazines, let alone the 















Phoenix, visiting their homes. 
But Cook is able to persuade a 
young couple to grant access to 
their living room, which he did a 
couple of years ago~ 

They — he’s an investment 
counselor, she counsels dis- 
turbed children — live in a Bea- 
con Street condominium with 
a sailboats-on-the-Charles view. 
Trade Winds has done the hus- 
band’s family home, a half- 
million dollar palazzo on the 
North Shore, and his sister's 
apartment in Washington. “I 
wish they’d had more children,” 
Cook muses as he’s buzzed into 
the condo’s lobby. 

Inside the living room. he 
decorated, Cook remembers how 
much he likes everything. He 
strokes the Louis XV chairs, up- 
holstered in black leather, that 
double as arm chairs and dining 
room seating. “I love these 
chairs, I really do,” he an- 
nounces. He coos over the lac- 
quered Chinese-style coffee table 
he designed. : 

“It’s hard to find unusual 
pieces that are not stereotypes, 
the sorts of things you see in de- 
partment windows,” Cook says, 
straightening pillows. “When a 
manufacturer makes a piece of 
furniture, it has to be done so 
conservatively that anyone and 
everyone will like it. It loses its 
personality and distinction. 
Anything that becomes com- 
mon, you lose interest in.” 

Cook even likes the trim- 
mings the owners have added — 
a few figurines, pots of cactus, 
and a big carved toucan from 
Indonesia he craves for himself. 
“It makes this peculiarly theirs,” 
he says approvingly. “I’ve done 
some houses where people never 
move a thing.” 

Designing, Cook explains on 
the way back to his office, is “‘not 
something: you can do on a cal- 
culating machine. It’s in the 
heart.”” He doesn’t recall how 
much most jobs cost. “I really 
don’t know much about prices,” 
he confesses. “The secretaries 
handle. the billing and all of that. 
I just show them good things and 
if they can’t afford it, they tell 
me. I put my best thinking in 
front of them. They. don’t have 
the imagination, and that’s why 
they call in a professional.” 


William Hodgins has worked 
for six weeks on a lower Beacon 
Hill townhouse and is about to 
review his ideas with the clients. 
So his office is strewn with fabric 
swatches, squares of carpet and 
wallpaper, a pile of dahri rugs 
from India and, occasionally, a 
brown standard poodle named 
Josephine. “It looks like a 
Turkish bazaar in here most of 
the time,” he says. 

For Hodgins, an advocate of 
client participation, such clut- 
ter arises because, he likes to 
present clients with many colors 
and patterns of fabric and paper. 
“It’s almost like a Rorschach 
test,” he says. “Some people do 
want a living room to be a little 
* showplace, but my clients are 
pretty much doers and livers,” 
he adds, and their input is 
crucial. , 

Hodgins also advocates re- 
straint. “A house that people live 
in a long time, you don’t want it 
to knock you over whenever you 
walk in,” he says. “I'd rather the 
house be attractive in an under- 
stated way. A:too dazzling, too 
brittle kind of room doesn’t look 
as pretty in a year or two as it did 
at first.” 

Accordingly, Hodgins has cer- 
tain taboos. Like rayon velvet, 
which he deplores as “shiny and 
sleazy,” instead of real velvet. Or 
silver Mylar, or any kind of foil 


wallpaper. He dislikes “great, |. 


thick, hairy-looking carpets that 
look as though they’d be itchy,” 
and notes with pride that he has 
never sold a shag rug. 

In fact, he admits, there aren’t 
very many decorators whose 
work he likes. “We’re non- 
trendy,” he says. “Classic kinds 
of things that will look new and 
look well five years from now. 
The non-cheap look.” 
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Fill inthe dotted lines for $299 


Come take your choice of these fine sofas that unfold to a full size bed. 
But don’t sleep on your decision. It’s a very special purchase and 
quantities are limited. Queen size comfort is $399. Super Queen is $499. 


All are famous sleep /sofas by Stratford. 
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9:30-9:30, Sat. to 6/Main St. (Rte. 28) Stoneham /Exit 36S on 128/Exit 10 on 93 
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The Lower Story. Sure, we’re 
a bit out of the way, and we probably 


always will be, unless someone 


declares Huron Avenue a national 
monument. In the meantime, we've 


got to give you some pretty good 


reasons to come on out. And we’ve - 


got them. 


You'll find great savings on 
hundreds of designer items for your 
home or apartment. Seconds, special 
purchases and crates of first quality 
merchandise fill the store, all at huge 


reductions. For example: 
Our Crepe maker is only 


$5.95. Salt & pepper shaker sets by 


Lauffer in maple and cherry are a 


reg. $18.95, are only $12.95. And 


50% savings at $5.50, $6.95 arid seconds of great mugs of Berkshire 
$9.95 a set. Swedish watering cans _ stoneware in varied sizes and glazes 
in yellow, green and brown, reg. only $1.00 to $1.50. 


$5.00, now $2.95. First quality 
Stoneage dinnerware is reduced 
50% to $7.50 for a 5 piece place 
setting. Stainless steel fondue sets 
only $9.95. Seconds of beautifully 
patterned yellow and red teakettles 
by Finel, reg. $18.50, now $10.95. 


You'll also find chairs, sofas, - 
rugs, even a free-standing nail bin 
complete with everything for the 
kitchen, from vegetable peelers to 
cork screws. It’s all here, displayed 
among natural wood crates, plants 
and some of the friendliest sales 


Heavy plastic Danish mixing bowls , people anywhere. 


with rubber base only $4.50, $4.95 
and $5.50. Woven picnic baskets 


The Lower Story. We think 


you'll find it a unique shopping 


with pie shelf only $9.95. Seconds of experience. Once you find it. 


Swedish crystal Captains’ decanters, 





THE 
LOWER 
STORY 











The Lower Story, 171 Huron Ave., Cambridge. 547-5938. Mop.-Sat. 9:30-5:30. Thurs. until 8:30. 
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Left to right: A frame of reverence; art meets politics; something for when you can't think of what to sing in the shower and a Manning original. 


Decorating in the Worst of Taste 


Kitsch-y kitsch-y coup 


by William Manning 

Add to the Scylla and Charyb- 
dis of death and taxes the Au- 
gean stables of bad taste. 

Regrettably, affluence has 
given us the leisure to pursue 
manufactured goods whose de- 
signers have, through perverse 
inspiration, expanded the 
boundaries of tastelessness to a 
degree never thought possible. 
We are not speaking of the tat- 
tooed lampshades or blood- 
stained samurai sword your fa- 
ther brought back from the war. 
Nor do we mean the watermelon 
lamp Aunt Minnie gave you on 


your wedding day. These can be 
forgiven and forgotten as inno- 
cent lapses of judgment in the 
Curios of Social History depart- 
ment. They will never be able to 
compete with the glacier of gar- 
bage emanating from the ship- 
ping docks of schlockdom which 
alternately advances and re- 
cedes, leaving-on front lawns, in 
bathrooms and on mantlepieces 
artifacts like so much till — vis- 
ible reminders that some addled 
individual with more moriey 
than brains lives nearby. 
Rather than becoming. em- 
broiled in a totally subjective 


and probably fruitless battle 
over its definition, we shall make 
one general statement about bad 
taste — like bad breath, every- 
one has it sooner or later and 
those who do have it are usually 
the last to know, So why fight it? 
No one is immune to the attrac- 
tive force of objects for the home 
which offend by violating aes- 
thetic principle, but which are 
nonetheless seductive. Even the 
well-to-do keepers of the cul- 
tural flame can not refrain from 
buying such objects in weaker 
moments. The only difference 
between them and you is their 


ability to afford a better class of 
junk. So while the wine and 
cheese set continue to purchase 
chrome and butcherblock iron- 
ing boards at Design Research, 
it’s Kool Aid and Kraft Velveeta 
for the rest of us as we try to 
come up with something better 
than an orange crate fora coffee 
table 


For the sake of self-esteem it’s 
best to revel in that which you 
can afford — no matter how 
homely it may be. Besides, deep 
down in each and.every one of us 
there is or has been the desire to 
own something really tasteless, 


something with the potential to 
become a classic of tackiness — a 
Venus De Milo with a clock in 
her stomach, for instance. Or the 
venerable ceramic cow that 
gushes milk from its mouth/ 
spout when it is tipped. And let’s 
not forget the plastic female 
nude with removable breasts 
that are salt and pepper shakers 
— a harmonious combination of 
form and function. But you’re 
probably asking yourself how 
you can be sure you are decor- 
ating in bad taste when you 
know Mom brought you up 
right? All right, some of us are 
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All manner & prices of 
lamps and lighting 


o 250 Mass. Ave. , Cambridge — 















admittedly at a disadvantage. 
There are, however, 10 basic 
signs to watch for. 


3. Have people broken into 
your home and left 

4. Do the salespeople in 
Bloomingdale’s laugh behind 
your back? 

5. Have unknown individuals 
‘tied copies of House Beautiful 
around a rock and heaved them 
through your front window? 

6. Did the canary stop singing 
when you laid the new linoleum 
in the livingroom? 


7. Has an interior decorator 
+ renee Am rand es: 

8. Do you get unsolicited of- 
fers of disaster relief from the 
federal government? 

9. Has a wrecking company 
representative contacted you to 
say they do charity work? 

10. Do neighbors ask for an en- 
vironmental impact statement 
before you move into their com- 
munity? 

If your answer to any or all of 
these questions is “yes,” con- 
gratulations! You don’t need any 
help from us because you were 
born with bad taste. For the rest, 
we've tried to save your fingers a 
considerable amount of walking 


normally 
served for the vulnerable infant, 
powdering and pampering it dur- 
ing every spare moment of their 
lives. These are sick individ- 
uals. The sane person recog- 
nizes grass for what it is — a gen- 
eral pain in thé tuches that keeps 
his topsoil from traveling into 
the next development during a 


a slave to a yard full of incipient yard for a mere $2.50 per-foot in 
weed, he paved his land and thus six-foot widths. It’s not as cheap 


Continued on page 19 





Waterfall Table 







Plexiglas® 
_ .& Lucite® 





An eye-openi multi-purpose table. One piece 12" material with 
cuniel sides. Choose from Clear, Smoke or White. Also available in 
%"’ material in Clear only. 43’'Lx16"Dx16"H. 


WE ALSO MAKE UP SPECIAL ORDERS _/ 
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PLEXI-CRAFT 285 Washington St. 


Newton Corner .™ Tel. 965-2030 PLEXi e 
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Furniture, Rugs, Lamps 


Do-it-yourself decorating begins at the Coop. Unfinished 
pine furniture to paint and stain. Contemporary, molded 
plastic etageres, tables, desks and chairs. Area and room sized 


rugs in plush shags and easy-care indoor/outdoor blends, Also 
authentic handwoven Mexican rugs. Lamps 


to brighten the scene. Decorative table models 
and practical study and engineering in- 


it's not furniture . . . it's a total environment 


Our pillow furniture is not mass-designed and mass- 
produced. It is custom-made and created expressly for 
you by our craftspeople, cabinetmakers and silk 
screeners from our or yours. Our fabrics are 


designs 
imported from all over the:worid. Our pillows and plat- 
forms are modular, multi-functional, convertible and 
perform interchangeably as beds, tables, storage units, 
ottomans, chairs, loveseats, couches. 


Why be one of. million. when you can be one in a mil- 
lion with a little help from us? 








Custemnaile furniture at non-custom prices. 
Design service available at your home. 
~ Mon.—Sat. 10:30—5:30 
One block from the Pru. Free Parking. 
273 Newbury St., Boston, MA. 02116—617-536-1096 














COUCH YOURSELF! ; 
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BETTER USED FURNITURE 4 
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Families furnishing SUMMER. HOMES, couples JUST 
STARTING OUT, students seeking attractive TEMPORARY 
apartments ... practically everybody knows the value of 
good quality used furniture. NOW you know the place! 


| ut Han, used furniture outlet 


& 

4 

614 Mass. Ave., Central SG: Cambridge 3 

Mon., Thurs., Fri.; 9-9p:m. # 

Tues., Wed., Sat., 9-6p.m. z 

bd - On The Red TF line e 

Bedrooms, Livingrooms, Studies — Wood, Chrome. Glass, § 
Upholstered. .. We have a constant supply of former leased 

furniture from PUTNAM New England’s largest furniture leas- H 

ing firm. 

All styles sold direct to YOU. a 

Come and discover the wonderful world of ] 

used furniture at PUTNAM. : 
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Bf This advertisement is worth $5 towards any purchase 
& of $25 or more. Limit. one per customer. 








candescents. And just for fun... 
‘\. bean bag chairs, bright canvas covered 


directors chairs, and hassocks, 


A wide selection of home and 
personal care appliances to make 
things a little easier. For thé well 
stocked kitchen, . . a complete 
assortment of pots, pans, kitchen 
gadgets, dinnerware, and elegant 
gourmet cookware. 


Bed G Bath Linens 


A rainbow collection of solid color, and designer 
print sheets and towels to bright@n bedroom and 
bath. Also pillows, blankets, mattress pads, shower 
curtains, table and kitchen linens. 


Shelving and Cork 


Create a wall unit for your specific needs with 
finished and unfinished shelves, brackets, and 
standards. Also cork blocks and panels for stack- 

ing and building into bookcases, album organizers, » »° 
or what-ever your fancy. 
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Footlockers and overseas MoM ye 


trunks for travel , or storage. 
Double as beautiful tables! 


Where it’s at: 


LOWER LEVEL e HARVARD SQ. 
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JORDAN ‘MARSH 


@@ A UNIT OF ALLIED STORES 


basement store 


CHARGE IT... Use Your Jordan Marsh or American Express Card 





SAVE 50% 


2.99 


bath size, comp. 6.00 


FAMOUS MAKER'S 
MIX ‘N’ MATCH 
LARGE SIZE 

BATH TOWELS 


Famous maker’s first quality plush 100% cotton 
terry towels at low budget prices. See the famous 
label on each towel. Super absorbent, extra 
large—you can mix and match these towels. . 
Gorgeous colors: Yellow, Gold, Lt. Blue, Lt. 
Green, Brown and White. Choose yours now, 
D9752 sub basement Boston all basement 
branches except Lowell. 


COMP. NOW 
4.00 1.99 
250 99 


HAND. SIZE 
WASHCLOTH 





Antiques: From 


Start to Finish 


Out of the woods at last 


by Julie M. Lockhart 

The days of discovering a 
genuine Shaker rocker sitting 
unappreciated on someone’s 
back porch are gone, You prob- 
ably won't be lucky enough to 
find a curly maple chest holding 
paint cans in a neighbor's garage 
and grab it for $5. But you can 
still furnish your apartment or 
home with turn-of-the-century 
treasures for much less than 
you'd spend for mass-produced 
new furniture. 

One more decided advantage 
that antiques and their near 
cousins have over new furniture 
is that their value increases as 
they age. New furniture depre- 
ciates faster than new cars. A 
living room suite purchased for 
$1000 today probably won’t re- 
turn half that amount six 
months hence. But money that is 


spent wisely.On good used furni- 
ture is just about as safe an in- 
vestment as you can make. — 

If. you decide to buy other- 
than-new-furniture, there are a 
few things to keep in mind. The 
law of supply and demand ap- 
plies to used furniture and an- 
tiques exactly as it does to 
housing and other commodities, 
and the supply is understand- 
ably limited. Thus you will have 
to pay more for a particular item 
than you would have a few years 
ago or you'll have to leok farther 
than the immediate metropoli- 
tan area to come across any real 
“finds.” Much of Boston’s used 
furniture comes from New 
Hampshire, Vermont and 
Maine, but even there you'll 
have to go far off the beaten 
track to pick up anything that’s 

Continued on page 12 


IMOMUIEIY PIABG ‘SO}OUd 


Top: Brushing on paint stripper. Above: Scraping off old finish. Cour- 
tesy McGrath Associates, Cambridge. 
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IN THE BOSTON PHOENIX’s 


CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
¢ APARTMENTS * ROOMMATES 


¢ HOUSES ¢ MORE!! Boston 471 Comm. Ave. 536-6687 


Malden 910 Salem St. 321-4433 











*Everett 
*Jamaica Plain 
*Malden 
*Medford 
*Melrose 


*Back Bay 
*Beacon Hill 
*Brighton 
*Brookline 

* *Boston 





Make your home ae 
easy with our professional help. 


FREE: ASK FOR THE BOOKLET “MAGIC WITH WALLCOVERINGS” 


B & D WALLPAPER CO. 


ROXBURY :. WALTHAM 
2164 Washington St. 416 Moody St. 
1 893-1343 


THOSE WHO KNOW 
SMILE WITH GLENCO 


EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES (=) 


Budget 


are reveiw feant of Bae ty 
ave 


QUINCY 
1552 Hancock St. 
472-5500 


CAMBRIDGE 
7% Massachusetts Ave. 
876-4800 


MEDFORD 
648 Felisway 
396-6666 


e ee 
ure s 
Center — 485- 7" 


BILLERICA 
Wallpaper Fashions 


SAUGUS 
Saugus Plaza, Rte. 1 
4 233-1414 880 Plaza—667-414) 




















\ = NASHUA, N.H. — Simoneau Plaza 


Its ie’ den te held your stereo easily, 
Fach comes unassembled GF youre teal 
ing for a Saturelay project) but we 
can setit up fer a slight charge. 


urniture Ona 
Se you've moved to Besten and its r 
time te find furniture +e Fill that 


whine, Void called an a ment. 
fetes = fear, F26.is Sally FaB (sa 


our white pedestal tables that 
specially priced at+the moment. 
Three sizes, all with plastic lamin- 





freight +erm,"Firee on Beard) but te 
it will mean furniture ona 
Laleak even a omall one like yours. 
Ne eye-popping, far out designs with 
price tags te match. ust basic, 
well designed furniture & lighting te 


ruée up Flat inno time Flat 
hi dociapiid or ene portability te 
make yeur next move easier: — 


a ~< ‘N ‘ \\ \\\) VF ff if. zs 
a ee 
\ (eC ——————- 


° Denim $1295 <9 
Cord BTS 40316975 


Furinstance, take our Koundabout. 
Tfs more than just 4 comfy sofa ata 
very attractive price. Its also a 
double sleeper for those 
quests you den't want te sleep with. 
And all this for ysst (29.75 in your 
basic blue denim and 7137.95 te 
P169.% in many colors of cordursy. 

Want tohear were? You've 
otta eat, and FO8. an help yeu 
Pi ate ald Ne, we wer't fry your 
burgers or do the dishes, Sut weve 
gota geod selection of tables and 
chairs +o eat from when you want 
to impress your friends wstead of 


ate tops se your suds wen't stain it. 
Plus our handsome, natural beech, 
Captains chairs which are akoon 
tale rew. Other chairs from 715. 





Up against the wall... or free 
Handing @$ areem divider, our teak 
wall units are nicely finished front 
and back. They'll held all that junk 
you still haven't unpacked from 
moving bexes. 
unit or si 


| 2 ee 


| 
1} A 
| 


Available asa ble 
gle desk or shelf units. * 


4 a wide selection at 
expensive 
is the clagsic butter~ 
fly chair: Steel 
ce of 7 colors of cover. 
for a bit more, 
there's the practical 
"Ribbon chair. Its 


nateral. 


eur arm, 
Wart+te know where - 
we're located? FOB s in anold factory 
building way over in Est Gambridage. 
But its not 2s bad as it sards. We’ 
Just a beck from the Lechmere subway 
stop, .or if yulve got a 
<ar this mapwuill help. 
hours are a bit 
t = weird so note. 
Daily from I2neen te 
Spm. Sat. ty trom 
lOam to 6pm. We'll 
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Fi e } 7 
Continued from page 10 
both good and cheap. Country 
folk are becoming enlightened 
about the value of their old 
trunks and corner cupboards, 
and in most cases the dealers 
and “pickers” (who supply city 
dealers) have already skimmed 
the cream off the top in the easy- 
to-reach-towns. Canada and 
central Pennsylvania are pretty 
good hunting grounds, but you'll 
have to find some real bargains 
to cover your traveling costs. 
Which brings us to used furni- 
ture stores. Most good used 
furniture is at least 50 years old. 
There is some debate over how 
old (100-150 years) a piece must 
be to be classified as an 
“antique.” Used furniture stores 


will sometimes carry antique 
items too, but usually stock 
turn-of-the-century pieces in a 
very wide range of quality and 
condition. Obviously those 
pieces in best repair will be the 
most expensive, so the more 
work you can do yourself, the 
more money you'll save. 
Dealers often stock their shops 
from auctions, wich are also ex- 
cellent places to acquire good 
used furniture. Auctions are 
listed in the classifieds of most 
newspapers and are generally 
held on weekends or evenings. 
You'll have more fun and get 
better deals at country auctions 
(especially in the winter in un- 
heated halls or barns.) 
Wherever you find your prize, 
when you finally get it home 
you'll be faced with the problem 
of making it into something you 


can live with. Depending on its 
condition and the amount of 
work you are willing to put in, 
you have either a simple clean- 
up or,a monumental task before 


After years of wear, hot, 
humid summers, winters in in- 
adequately heated rooms and 
maybe a decade or so in a musty 
attic or cellar, the finish on your 
piece is probably less than per- 
fect. It’s .what’s under that 
chipped and scarred outer layer 
that counts. To deal with this, 
you have two basic choices — 
strip off the old finish and start 
over with a new one, or try to 
clean up, touch up or refresh the 
old one, 

If the piece is in good condi- 
tion generally, is fairly old, and 
appears to have its original finish 
(this can be determined by 


noe ee Ge ene ™ 


studying the ‘sharpness of the 
edges, which would be worn 
down by refinishing, or by look- 
ing underneath for signs of more 
than one staining or varnishing) 
you should consider trying to 
save that original finish. Not 
only is it less work, but the piece 
is worth considerably more in its 
“as found” condition (without. 
modernization or alteration). 

First, determine what kind of 
finish is on your piece of furni- 
ture — shellac, lacquer, varnish 
or oil. If you've procured a piece 
that’s more than 125 years old, 
the chances are its finish is shel- 
lac, since lacquer and varnish 
hadn't been invented when it 
was made. Shellac can be re- 
moved with denatured or wood 
alcohol, sometimes called shel- 
lac solvent, and fine grade steel 
wool. 


Sn dlnati adie! 


Lacquer, which was de- 
veloped and first used during the 


- Vietorian period, will be found 


frequently on pieces built around 
1850 or later, It’s tougher than 
shellac and will dissolve only in 
lacquer thinner. Lacquer finishes 
can either be clear or opaque and 
often what appears to be paint is 
actually an opaque lacquer. 
Old varnish, which is tougher 
than either shellac or lacquer, is 
also more flexible because of its 
oil content. This finish was also 
invented in the Victorian era, 
and is seldom found except on 
very good hand-crafted or re- 
finished pieces because of the 
length of time required for it to 
dry completely or “cure.” 
Linseed oil finishes are equally 
rare for the same reason — they 
take time and effort, so as- 
sembly line and machine- 
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Habitat Workshop 





468 MASS AVE. ARLINGTON, MASS. 02174 














Closed Mondays 


646-6912 





Designers and Builders of Camun Conteiinraey 
































DOOR STORE 


FURNITURE IN PARTS 


940 MASS. AVE, 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
02139 

TEL: 547-8937 








Complete Chairs and Canvas Recovers 


Furniture In Parts @ tabletops @ legs @ bases e shelves @ desks © couches 








_ YOUNG PEOPLE WELCOME! 


a 


Rent now directly from the owners who 
care about their tenants and their reputation — 
cAll Gity Management Corp. 


Apartment Management Specialists 


61 Park Drive 


NO FEES! 


1 Clean, well-run buildings conveniently 
located near shopping and transportation 
2 24-hour repair service 


3 Excellent security 


4 Apartments checked-out before you move in 


5 Return of security deposit within 7 days 
6 5% interest on security deposit 


7 Apartments in Fenway, Park Drive and Back Bay 


8 NO FEES! 


Boston ® 261-2400 


We have the nicest moderately- priced apartments for 1, 2, 3, 
or 4 people. Look now for the best values in studio 1 bedroom 


or 2 bedroom apartments 


Drop by our office and speak to our rental assistants — 


they're here to help you. Rent from people who carel 
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produced pieces relied primarily 
on lacquers. 
If an old finish is slightly 


cracked or crazed (a condition ° 


that often occurs if a piece has, 
been left near a sunny window) 
you can remedy the situation by 
brushing on lacquer thinner or 
wood alcohol (depending on 
whether the finish is lacquer or 
shellac, respectively) over the 
surface with as light a touch as 
possible. This will partially dis- 
solve the old finish and soften it 
so that the cracks literally melt 
into the rest of the finish, which 
will then reharden as it dries. 
Don’t try to get the surface per- 
fectly smooth — after it’s com- 
pletely dry you can rub it with 
very fine steel wool and wax it so 
that the former cracks will not be 
noticeable. A few words of 
caution — start on a place that 
won't show, like the back of a 
leg, until you get the feel of it, 
and don’t attempt jobs like this 
on damp days if you’re working 
with a shellacked piece. Alcohol 
will absorb moisture from the air 
and deposit it on your furniture 
in the form of a white film or 
haze. Keep any surface of the 
piece on which you’re working 
level and parallel to the floor so 
that the softened finish doesn’t 
run. 

Another common but easy-to- 
cure problem is blushing — a 
whitish surface film caused by 
moisture’s settling into the 
finish. Usually this can be cor- 
rected by rubbing boiled linseed 
oil into the piece with 000-grade 
steel wool, always polishing with 
the grain. In more serious cases 
the same process used to cure 
cracking can be undertaken. 

Chips in old finishes can be re- 
paired in one of two ways, de- 
pending on the size of the chip 
and the amount of time you want 
to invest. The easiest way is with 
wax sticks. These are sticks of 
eolored wax similar to crayons, 
designed for this purpose. They 
are sold in hardware stores and 
comeain-.a variety of colors. 
Select one or blend several to 
match your wood. 

First clean the chip hole. Then 
melt the wax over a smokeless 
flame (a gas burner will do) and 
drip a little of the wax into the 
hole. Then use the dull blade of a 
grapefuit knife to scrape the wax 
level with the. surface and 
smooth it with your déimger. After 
it’s hardened, coat the patch 
with a thin layer of shellac (lac- 
quer or varnish will make a 
gummy mess). 

Such patch methods can also 
be used to repair cigarette burns, 
Remove the finish around the 
burn and scrape out the burned 
wood with a sharp knife or razor 
blade. Fill in the hole with wax 
or plastic varnish, then apply a 


new finish where the old one was | 


taken off. 

Dents can be eliminated by a 
method that calls for filling the 
spaces between the wood fibers 
with water. First remove the 
finish on and around the dent, 
then place a wet piece of cloth 
over the dent and hold a hot iron 
on the cloth. This forces. steam 
into the wood, causing the de- 
pression to swell. With harder 
woods, like oak, you can punc- 
ture the wood with tiny holes to 
allow the steam to get in. Gently 
hammer a straight pin about a 
quarter of an inch in, then re- 
move it with pliers. If the holes 
are made in large open graining, 
they'll hardly be noticeable (if 
the marks are visible you can 
claim they’re worm holes.) 

Black rings often appear on 


* old table tops and are usually the 


result of moisture (from a leaky 
vase for example) that has pen- 
etrated the finish and soaked 
into the wood. These can be 
lifted easily by removing the 
finish and brushing on either 
oxali¢-acid crystals {available in 
paint or drug stores) dissolved in 
water, or Clorox. You'll prob- 
ably have to strip and bleach the 
entire piece since either of these 
agents will lighten any natural 
darkening from age, as well as 
the water stains. 


If you insist on destroying the 
original finish and depriving the 
piece of some of its character as 
well as potential value, or if the 
existing finish has deteriorated 


‘to an irretrievable point, mod- 


ern science has developed an 
easy to use (if somewhat messy) 
one-step finish remover that is 
capable of taking off just about 
everything. Commercially mar- 
leted as ‘‘Strypeeze,”’ “Zip 


Strip” and a number of other. 


brand names, this pasty sub- 
stance can be brushed liberally 
over the piece and, after a few 
minutes, scraped off (gently) 
with a putty knife or rubbed off 
with medium grade steel wool, 
taking the old finish along with 
it. Rinse the surface clean with 
water, pure alcohol or paint thin- 
ner and, after-a day of drying, 
it’s ready for the new finish. It is 
advisable to keep the windows 
open during this procedure if you 
want to stay awake long enough 
to complete the job. 

Extremely difficult pieces can 
be stripped commercially at 
places like the Boston Stripper, 
where they dip the piece into a 
vat of very strong solvent. I 
wouldn’t recommend subjecting 
an antique to this process. Sub- 
merging an entire piece in sol- 
vent not only removes the finish 
but can dissolve glue and weak- 
en joints. 

After the old finish has been 
completely removed and you've 
washed off the remover, allow 


the piece to dry. Then is the time 
to make repairs and improve- 
cells (like gluing, filling cracks 
and chips, eliminating cigarette 
burns, etc.) and, if you insist on 
a smooth surface, sanding. 
Gluing is almost always pref- 
erable to nails and screws, so 
avoid using any metal fasteners 
except when absolutely neces- 
sary (like attaching a hinge). Old 
glue frequently dries out in old 
furniture, causing arms, legs, 
rungs and slats to-become loose. 
Rather than attempting to drip 
more glue around the loose piece 
into the socket, knock the pieces 
apart with a “soft” hammer 
(wrap the head with old rags) or 
rubber mallet and clean the old 
glue and dirt out of the socket. 
Then reglue with Titebond or 
Elmer’s and fit the pieces back 
together, wiping off any glue that 
squishes out. To make reglued 
joints tighter, you can stick 
toothpicks or small wedges of 
wood into the socket and trim 
them flush, using a razor blade. 
To create a secure bond, 
gluing must be accompanied by 
pressure so you'll need to use 
either: C-clamps, a clothesline 
tourniquet, or a heavy object (an 
entire set of the Encyclopedia 
Brittanica will do) to hold the 
pieces together while the glue 
dries. Be careful to pad your 
clamps with cloth or small 
blocks of wood to protect your 
furniture from being marked. 
Let’s assume you’ve com- 


pleted necessary repairs on your 
piece of furniture and are ready 
to put on a new finish. Clean the 
piece by rubbing it down with 
fine grade steel wool and sand- 
ing (only if necessary) any rough 
edges. Don’t strive for a smooth 

new” look — be content to 
leave some distinguishing marks 
in your furniture. 

My own finish preference, 
especially on old oak furniture, is 
boiled linseed oil, cut with tur- 
pentine, which marginally pro- 
tects the wood and allows the 
beauty of the piece to show 
through. This type of finish, 
however, requires diligently rub- 
bing several coats of oil into the 
wood, allowing a week or so dry- 
ing time between coats. The finish 
must be built up at a rate of a 
coat per week for several months, 
wiping off most of the oil each 
time so as to leave behind only 


the barest film. Thus it takes. 


time as well as muscle and, un- 
less you enjoy polishing wood, 
might best be left to those who 
do. Many furniture finishers 
have taken to using the new 
synthetic-resin or “hard” oil 
finishes marketed by Minwax, 
US Plywood, Cabot’s, Country 
Workshop and Watco (the latter 
is also available with dark stains 
added). Often called “‘Danish- 
type” finishes, these are more 
protective and durable than lin- 
seed, take fewer initial coats and 
require less frequent touch-up 
applications over the years. 
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Though all oil finishes look more 
“natural,” none is as resistant to 
water, alcohol and so on as the 

new alkyd, vinyl and polyure- 
Sheea base varnishes. Oils have 
two advantages — they are 
easier to apply and do yield 
more predictable results. 

If you want to stain your an- 
tique in order to emphasize the 
grain or to add color to a pale 
wood, you can purchase oil- 
based stains (marketed under a 
plethora of brand names), with 
or without a sealer (those with- 
out soak into wood virtually in- 
definitely; those with sealers 
eventually close up the pores). 
Unless they’re specifically 
labeled as finishes too, these will 
require oil, varnish, shellac or 
lacquer over them. 

And that, for most amateur re- 
finishers, is just about it. As you 
become more experienced and 
want to tackle bigger and more 
complicated jobs, you'll either 
have to read and employ the old 
trial-and-error method, or take a 
course offered inexpensively at 
one of he city’s adult education 
centers. Or, if you’re really 
serious, try to get a job appren- 
ticing with a cabinetmaker. 
There are many success stories 
(and some failures) in the world 
of furniture refinishing and there 
is much satisfaction to be de- 
rived from a skillful accom- 
plishment. But proficiency takes 
time and patience. It can’t be 
rushed. 
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WINDOW 
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SHOWER CURTAINS 
Dutch Wax Batik 





fabrications 


WE’RE NOT YOUR RUN-OF-THE-MILL FABRIC STORE 


Cambridge: 44 Brattle Street « 
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Boston: 114 Newbury Street ¢ Brookline: 1335 Beacon Street « New York: 246 E. 56th Street 
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A Budget Guide to Building or Buying 


How to get > very own mortgage 


by Dennis Sullivan 





Many people grow to find rent- 
ing a drag. They begin to try to 
get involved in another kind of 
tedium — paying a mortgage. 

No one knows much about 
how to buy a home, except that 
real estate has seemed to be a 
good investment. Everyone has a 
lot to say about it, including me. 

In the spirit of a legal brief, 
here are some definitions. 


Banks 


Banks are unpredictable. In 
caricature, a banker can be seen 
telling a young couple- very 
gravely, in a time of easy credit, 
that their combined $10,000 
salary qualifies them for a 
$40,000 mortgage with no money 
down. In a time of tight money, 
this same banker is seen telling a 
young couple very gravely that a 
$50,000 salary is just too small to 
support a mortgage on a tent. 

Generally, banks loan 80 per- 
cent or so of what the bank feels 
is the market value of the house. 
The bank hopes to feel secure 
that, if you should foreclose, 
your house can be resold easily 
and quickly for at least the 
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WATERBED SALE! 


FOR STUDENT 
BUDGETS 





KING or QUEEN SIZE 


*149.95 


SALE PRICE 


REG. PRICE 


*190.00 





amount of your indebtedness. 
Lower-priced homes in prestigi- 
ous neighborhoods are good 
risks; higher-priced homes in 
low-rent-neighborhoods are bad 
risks. 

A rule of thumb for aggressive 
banks is to okay a mortgage of 80 
percent of a home priced at a fig- 
ure up to two-and-a-half times 
the annual income of the head of 
the family. They will sometimes 
include the earnings of the 
spouse, particularly if he-or she 


- is a professional of some sort. A 


secondary rule of ‘thumb is to 
okay the loan if the major-bills of 
the family, basically the projec- 
ted mortgage payment plus the 
car payment(s) — are a third or 
less of gross monthly income. 

Conservative banks slide down 
these rules of thumb as if the 
pole were greased, They give 25- 
year mortgages if they give them 
at all. The young couple now 
renting probably wants a 30-year 
loan, and would be well-advised. - 
to stick pretty close to Boston 
and the big banks with their 
business. 


Down payments 


A down payment is basically a 
payment from the buyer to the 
seller, but the transaction is 
managed as much as possible by 
the bank. Banks, not sellers, re- 
quire usually a 20 percent down 
payment, particularly if the sell- 
ing price goes beyond $40,000. 
The bank will smile on less than 
20 percent down, most often 10 
percent, if the buyer’s earnings 
and earnings potential are 
strong, and/or the house, in the 
bank’s view, is a good buy. 

The down payment is the big- 
gest bore of the whole process of 
buying a home. It is well known® 
that many young couples are 
eating fried shoe leather for 
several years in order to save the 
$10,000 needed to put a $50,000 
roof over their heads. Why is all 
the sacrifice necessary? It is in 
some ways hard to discern the 
difference between buying a 
$50,000 home six years from now 
with 20 perééfit down, and buy- 
ing a $40,000 home today with 
nothing down. With inflation, 
they might as well be the same 
home. Alas, it is so logical. The 
banks will use different words, 
but it boils down to the truism 
that banks justifiably don’t trust 
any ordinary people who have 
not learned to eat fried shoe 
leather for long periods of time. 

The down payment is some- 
thing to be avoided and mini- 
mized at all times. The idea is to 
search for a house for which the 
sale price is as close to 80 or 90 
percent of the. market value as 
possible. How one fakes the- 


INCLUDES: WALNUT FINISHED FRAME ea pacisten tate tenets 
e LAP SEAM MATTRESS ¢ 3 YEAR GUARANTEE a science. . 
e CHEMELEX WATERBED HEATER Mortgages/payments 
e FITTED SAFETY LINER e FREE DELIVERY So far, the figures $40,000 and 


$50,000 have been tossed about 
as if they were part of a salad 


FINANCING AND $100000 INSURANCE POLICY AVAILABLE Sent, Tun has tee dace oe 


several reasons: 50,000, for one, 











is a round number. As well, 


ae ee ca homes are priced much higher 
than folks wish them to be. And 

people should think rather big 

& when thinking of buying, in 

hopes that income will blow by a 


prohibitive payment soon, while 
satisfaction with the accommo- 


99 MT. AUBURN ST. priced home if wal veloctei il 


appreciate far more rapidly in 


10-7 CAMBRIDGE, 661-1559 10-6 SAT. peed wambet 
MON.-FR. 10-9 THURS. There is a fine line between 
Tip Beside Hertz Rent-A-Car ‘ minal being “house poor” and getting a 


ae lot for your money. It is a very 
master charge personal thing, and depends a 
great deal on how much a per- 

son wishes to go out to dinner or 
Continued on page 16 











astro Quality Costs No More! 
TRIPLE YOUR SPACE WITHOUT PAYING 


The world’s largest selection of space 
Saving furniture for students is now 
ready for immediate delivery. Wherever 
you move, whatever your need. . . it will 
pay you to come to Castro Convertible. 
You can now own Castro quality — 
furniture for less than it costs to rent 
ordinary furniture. 


Castro’s 4-in-1 
: Magical 
me Cocktail Table 
THE DORM PAD 


turns any small space into a bedroom 


It's a Cocktail Tabie! A Luncheon table! 
A Console Tabie! ns 3 pee Table! 


Coe + 4-in-1 
Cocktail Table seats 8 at dinner. 
Converts to a luncheon table, console table, and 
dining table. With special heat and. mar resistant 
top. Choice of beautiful finishes 
NOW ONLY see 


SENSATIONAL SAVINGS IN 
FAMOUS CASTRO BEDDING _ 


Twin Size & EACH 
innerspring 

Mattress or pe 
Boxspring 95 


Castro SPECIAL Iinnerspring Mat- 
tress and Boxspring. Trim, iace tied, 
multicoil construction with no-sag pre- 
built border. in a smart floral fabric. Full 
Size, regularly $79.95, each $59 


Twin Size $ EACH 
Innerspring 

Mattress or 5 
Boxspring os 95 


pia + seme ae Innerepring Mattress 

xepring. Extra firm. No sag, pre- 
rer ‘ate ge overall body support. 
Blue floral on off white. Full Size, reg. 


Gold Bond Corner $109.95, each $89. 
Group with “A" fabric Twin Size $ EACH 
and T-1 white table Innerspring 


Mattress or cols . 
Specially Priced 


Boxspring 
DREAMSLEEP innerspring Mattress 


and Boxspring, Lustrous goid and off 
white damask. Multi needie quilting. 
as The N gl = mattress has 308 thirteen 
auge coi 
ull size, a $119.95, each $99 


eee: . 
Budget Terms Available: mastercHarce (Qo BANKAMERICARD | 


For 45 years America’s Largest and 
Leading M sheri turer of Convertible 


Sonvedlibles 


BOSTON Ei.rc’srens' MEDFORD Weimer cre BROCKTON Westgateat (ez 


om yn. an a Gueysernatninnae Open dally 10 t0 9. Open Saturday 10 ti 6 
ed, Peatheriitt Mech Fd ng QUINCY ¢. Quincy Square NATICK Route 9 MARLBORO 72 Howe St, corner Bridge 
Open even a child can-do it. Open daty £:20 t0 9. Open Saturday 9:20 mF 6 _ Open daly 10 08. Open Senecey 10 6, Open daity 10 to 5:30. Open Thursday and Friday til! 9:00 
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short form to the long form. for 


Buying 

Continued from page 14 

_ take a vacation during the first 
few years of ownership. 

There are some homes avail- 
able in the $20-$30,000 range, 
and a few, mostly in beach towns 
and cities, for less than $20,000. 
It is a personal thing, especially 
when the whim of the bank is 
willing to go with you a lot fur- 
ther than you would go by your- 
self. 

Interest rates on mortgages 
run from just over eight percent 
to just under ten percent, de- 
pending on the amount put down 
or faked and on the bank’s ap- 
praisal of the market value of the 
house. 

On a 30-year mortgage, you 
will pay back the loan roughly 
three times. A 30-year mortgage 
for $40,000 will amount to some- 
thing less than $120,000 in 360 
installments, or something less 
than $330 per month. Add about 
$100 a month for local taxes. The 
$430 each month, amounting to 
more than $5000 a year, is almost 
all deductible from federal in- 
come taxes. 

The deduction, which should 
amount to several hundreds and 
then thousands of dollars for al- 
most any homeowner, is money 
that a renter never sees. It 
usually makes it worthwhile for 
taxpayers to switch from the 


federal tax purposes. 

The real estate deduction be- 
comes extremely regressive in 
higher income brackets, but, for 
all its faults, the deduction is the 
only salvation for the ordinary 
person owning a first home. 

A person in a 70 percent tax 
bracket ends up paying a net of 
$3000 on a home with $10,000 in 
payments a year, i,€., a man- 
sion, while a person in a 25 per- 
cent tax bracket ends up paying 
a net of $3000 on a home with 
$4000 in annual payments, i.e., a 
relatively modest home. And, ‘of 
course, the mansion, albeit in a 
market with fewer buyers, ap- 
preciates much faster.in actual 
dollars. 

Though the rules may change 
before the Apocalypse, it is a fact 
that the benefits of home owner- 
ship decrease in direct propor- 
tion to the owner's tax bracket. 
This is: particularly so in the 
early years of ownership, when 
most of the payment is toward 
interest and real estate taxes, 
both deductible, and practically 
zero goes in a non-deductible 
way toward the principal. 

Mortgages, down payments 
and banks are complicated no- 
tions, made increasingly de- 
pressing by usurious interest 
rates. 

Only the strong and persever- 
ent will survive the many check 
points set by the plethora of ser- 
vice industries involved in the 


purchase of a house by one per- 
son from another person. 
Real estate brokerages 

Real estate brokers are a great 
idea whose time unfortunately is 
sitting on us and over us in a 
fashion of a 50-pound hat. com- 
plete with blinders. (Yves St. 
Laurent take note.) 

The intent of the concept is to 
provide a knowledgeable third 
party in the search of an inno- 
cent for a nice home. Surely, 
most brokers are hard working 
people with a selfish interest in 
finding homes to suit individual 
incomes and tastes. 

‘The problem is, with all. the 
other pressures on the buyer, the 
cost of the friendly service — as 
high as six percent of the. pur- 
chase price-— is too high. Most 
first-time buyers will deal with a 
real estate brokerage for lack of 
time, laziness, or lack of per- 
sonal connections in a desired 
neighborhood. 

Be that as it lies, for someone 
who hopes to get out of an apart- 
ment and into a good home on 
short money, he or she would do 
well to make some private con- 
nections and follow ‘For sale by 


- owner”’ ads in the newspaper. 


Brokerage fees are negotiable, 
but where is the satisfaction in 
paying a complete stranger 
$2000 instead of $2500 for a 
maximum of $500 worth of work? 
The fee is added onto the pur- 
chase price; they get the price 


because advertising and avail- 
ability bring more hunters; and 
the fee is inserted into the mort- 
gage and paid for the same three 
times as the kitchen door over 
the life of the . 


* 


aged 28, with a wife and a child, 
wishing now to own a single 
family home so the kid will have 
a nice street to ride her bike up 
and down on, passing lots of 
other kids on their bikes, He has 
assumed he is typical of many 
persons between 25 and 35 who 
presently rent and are not 
veterans of the armed forces. He 
has assumed that having diffi- 
culty saving thousands and 
thousands of dollars is a com- 
mon occurrence. And he has as- 
sumed that no one will take his 
perspective as either cynical or 
law, but rather as an attempt to 
simplify with personal initiative 
an over-complex undertaking. 

There is a single theme — to 
try to awaken dormant thought 
processes in order to enter the 
major financial agreement of 
most lifetimes with at least part 
of one eyeball peekiig through 
the wool of the system. 

A person should enter the 
quest for a home in the frame of 
mind that every step is new and 
that no one has ever done it be- 
fore. A person following such a 
course will likely test out many 
neighborhoods. and many banks 





You Too Can 
7 7 2 
Live in a Park 

* : : = pe 

In Brookline 
@ New high rise @ 24-hr. security @ Walk to 
public transportation @ 1-2-& 3-bedroom units 
@ Children’s care center on premises @ Out- 
door and indoor heated parking available @ 


-Two-bedroom units start at$370 including heat, 
hot water & cooking gas @ 


Come out and see us or call 738-1533 or 1642 


BOSTONBOS!ONBOSTONBOST 
OSTONBOSIONBOSIC - 
ONBOSTONBOST 


DEXTER PARK 


WS Freeman Sieet., Brookline. Mass. 





before having any luck, but the 
goal achieved will be more satis- 
fying for the experience. 

One avenue not yet explored 
and seldom pursued by first- 


-time buyers is building one’s own 
, home or having it built for you, 
‘What has ‘eile _ so far has | 
been the perspective of one nian, - 


hopefully by a builder. Cus- 
tomarily, building a home from 
scratch is touted as one step fur- 
ther into Red Tape City. 

It — having a home built the 
first time around or building it 
yourself — can be done. It can be 
done at some savings, and with 
the assurance the home will ap- 
preciate rapidly, if you can con- 
vince a good builder you are 
worth his time and trouble. 

Good builders are hard to find. 
A good builder interested in 
building a moderately priced 
home and willing to do a major 
portion of the work himself is a 
rarity. It would be almost exclu- 
sively the province of a young 
builder, trying to establish him- 
self. These young, ambitious 
builders, at a guess, would be 
found almost exclusively in the 
smaller towns, away from the 
city because there is little land 
left for new construction in Bos- 
ton, and developers proliferate 
in attractive commuter towns. 

Duxbury, 35 miles and 15,000 
car lengths down Route 3, is such 
a town. It is beautiful, presti- 
gious, loaded with nice homes. 
The prices, at a glance, seem 
prohibitive, but they pale in 
comparison with Wellesley on a 


_ square-foot-by-square-foot basis. 


There were at least two home 
building contractors in Duxbury 
who met ‘the specifications. It 
took more than a year of re- 
search in this one town to come 
to this conclusion. 


One firm, because of too many 
headaches, hopes never. to build 
a custom house again. The other 
is Woodridge Builders, a part- 
nership of two life-long pe a 
each 26 years old. 


The partners, Fred Bailey and 
George Morgan, will talk of 
quality’ in anship until 
you say, “Shaddup with the. 
quality.” But they build a house 
so tight it squeaks, and they 
want to build moderately priced 
homes so someday they can 
build high-priced homes. 

“If we could build 10 custom 
houses a year and be sure it 
would hapgen every year, we'd 
do nothing else; but who has the 
money and who wants to wait six 
months to move in?” says Fred 
Bailey. 

The money? Land goes for 
about $15,000, more or less, for 
the required acre in Duxbury — 
and banks do not generally write 
mortgages on land. But people 
who haven’t caved in to the 
brokers yet can keep plugging 
and plugging for someone totake | 
a personal mortgage on land, un- 


‘til it happens. 


“The othér thing is that people 
havé a hard time convincing 
themselves that affordability 
and size go hand in hand, not af- 
fordability and cutting cor- 
ners,” says Fred Bailey. 

“If someone knows what he 
wants, and it agrees with what 
he is willing to pay, we'll go with 
him all the way short of signing 
the notes ourselves in order to 
build it.” 

George Morgan will insist also 
that no one should hire anyone to 
build a house unless the builder 
is to do a major part of the work 
himself. 

‘A builder has enough head- 
aches without worrying about 
building three more houses, 
while one of his subcontractors is 
running a back hoe over your 
sewer pipe.” 

Morgan has a tip, too, for 
someone interviewing a possible 
builder. “Ask him if he, person- 
ally, is going to back-prime all 
the trim. It \is really time- 
consuming, but if he is willing to 
do that to what you can’t see, 
he'll do an even better job on 
what you can see.” 

It might also make a schlock 








builder think you know what 
you’re talking about, 
though you don’t. 

Woodridge back-primes the 
trim, they test for rock before 
digging the foundation, they 
work on Saturdays, the gutters 
are pitched right, everything fits 
perfectly into everything else, 
and they can’t afford to do a bad 
job. They also build a nice con- 
temporary Cape with a cathe- 
dral ceiling. 


Anyone can mouth the words 
of pride of workmanship, but if it 
is the truth, having a house built 
is worth the effort to get the 


financing. And, saving the © 


broker’s fee, let alone the smaller 
margins of profits you will find 
with the Woodridge-type build- 
ers, will give the owner $2000 to 
$3000 in extra equity on move-in 
day. : 
+ ~ * 

One must always be wary. Re- 
member how hard it is to find a 
good builder by remembering 
this little story about the two fel- 
lows who drove up to the lumber 
yard in a pick-up. 

One man walks to the counter 
while the other waits outside. 
“Can you sell us some 4 by 2s?” 
he says. 

The counterman says, “Sure, 
but don’t you mean 2 by 4s?” 

“Let me check with my paft- 
ner,” he says. He returns after a 
discussion, “Okay, we'll take the 


even © 
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An example of Bailey and Morgan's South Shore handiwork — and it's custom-built. 


2 by 4s instead.” 
The counterman says, “Good, 
how long do you want ’em.” 
The customer scratches his 
head, “I think we'll want ’em for 
quite a while; we’re building a 


Having a professional builder 
build a custom home is back- 
breaking mental work — and 
risky, as are most investments 
with potential for a higher and 
faster return. 


Building a house yourself, 


without any real training, is 
much riskier, but it too can be 
done. 


Craig and Pam Wolfe built: a 
house on three small lots on the 
bay side of a coastal town some- 
where on the eastern seaboard of 


North America. (They are not 
interested in havi anyone new 
swing by and»say hello.) ~ 

They iets to have the 
house built, but no bank and no 
builder agreed with what they 
wanted to build. Not only didn’t 
the banks or the builders agree to 
help; they waved the red flag of 
“Tt can’t be done.” 

“T bought the land with every 
cent I had, because banks don’t 
give mortgages on land. Then I 
found out the banks don’t give 
construction mortgages to wool 
merchants,”’ says Craig. Banks 
don’t give construction mort- 
gages to most anyone else either. 

“Everyone I asked to do some- 
thing I wanted said it absolutely 
couldn’t be done. 

“I got tired of hearing them, 
and saying, ‘Okay, goodbye.’ I 
told my father, ‘I think I'll build 
the thing myself.’ He said 
‘what've- you got. to lose?’ I said, 
‘Maybe it doesn’t build.’ ” 

They had found the design in a 
magazine and made changes. It 
took several months to get the 
plans approved. Perhaps the rea- 
son was that the house looks, as 
it is built, something like Craig, 
who resembles the accepted 
image of Jesus Christ. They had 
the foundation poured, and 
bought their early materials 
through a banking connection of 
Craig’s father. Luck. 

The foundation, the plumb- 

Continued on page 18 








most popular game. 


Park Place. 


the world tolive. 





Maybe we should have — 
called it Park Place. 


Everybody knows that Park Place and 
Boardwalk are the best properties in the world’s 


So, when Longfellow Place went up 
alongside Charles River Park, we may have 
missed a golden opportunity to call it 


You're located at Government Center — in 
the middle of everything — and ‘‘apart from it 
all’’ whenever you want to be. There are acres 
of parks and gardens. You have a private terrace 
with a great view. Indoor and outdoor pools. 


Year-round tennis. Health spa and sauna. And a 

private security system with 24-hour patrols. 
Which makes either Charles River Park or 

new Longfellow Place one of the best places in 


Atthe best price. Charles River Park 
studios start at $265 a month, including heat, 
central air conditioning and gas cooking. 


So move directly to Park Place. Do not 
pass Go. Do not collect a parking ticket. 


Charles River Park 
low Place 


Our Rental Office with four model apartments and 
complimentary parking is at 4 Longfellow Place 
on Staniford Street. Open weekdays 9. am to7 pm. 

Saturday Y am to 6 pm. Sunday noon to 5 pm. 


Phone 742-2920. 


(2). Equal Housing Opportunity 
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‘til 8:30, Sat. 





To complete your home furnishings you must visit 
New. England’s most complete lighting showroom. 
From traditional to contemporary to simple desk light- 
ing — quality imported and domestic lighting lamps and 
fixtures at affordable prices. Professional consultants 
available at no charge. 


Wolf ers CLiqhting 


39 Sleeper St., Boston — Free Parking at the Door. 
After Labor Day - Wed. 
Open Monday - Friday, 8:30 - 5:30 
At Northern Ave. Bridge — Near Anthony’s Pier 4 


‘til 4:00 
482-7979 
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van every time you decide to 
excellent contemporary furniture 

apartment full. Geen dnemultechace, 
And we do it more efficien 


of furniture for as little as $30 per month. 
lift a thing. It’s that simple. 


Pi bees yk rs: 


rent your furniture. 
its simple. 


Renting ha far snod yes 


*s no limit. 
tha coe hee bere eagle 8 


and less expensively than 
Talk to us. We'll show you how 
We deliver in 24 


ba.holme 


“sane Street, Boston. T: 
Wasa Avernse & 


a 
— 


bw ced ne alia 
yo aes I ala mean you ca A whole 


can rent three full rooms 
rs. And you'll never have to 


536-4422 
itoruum MBTA 
Monday-Friday 9-8. Saturday 9-5 


Renting is our business. 
else in town. 
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like a king! 


TRUSTED BRANDS 
STRICTLY DISCOUNT 
SPECIAL BONUS 


NAME BRAND 


BUNK 
BEDS 


Buying 

Continued from page 17 

ing, the heating, the fireplace, 
the insulation and maybe one or 
two other things were done by 


done by Pam, Craig and 50 to 60 
ffiends, acquaintances and beer 
fanatics. Craig estimates he has 
about 500 cases of beer equity in 
his house. 

As many as 15 people were 
seen on some Sundays banging 
nails into’shingles on the side of 
the house. 

Once, a stranger who was a 
carpenter drove by and yelled, 
“Don’t do that!” He got out and 
helped. He had done the same 
thing — built his own house — 
20 years before. 

“The biggest help were the 
kids in the’ neighborhood; they 
lugged all the wood and did 
every job no one else wanted to 
do,”’ says Craig. And they didn’t 
drink much beer either. 

The house was built. It is 
beautiful in its own way. About 
two-thirds of the front of the 
house is windows. It faces the 
bay, the islands and the sunset. 
There are windows in the back 
for the morning sun, sky-lights 
for the stars. The ceiling in the 
front half of the house is cathe- 
dral, totally open.The fireplace 
is floor-to-ceiling, raised hearth, 


MATTRE 
ALL ONE F 


SSeS , local craftsmen. The rest was 
PRICE } 














Sofa/Sleeper 


3ET-LAY-A-WAY MISMATCHE E 


. BEDDING SPECIALTY SHOPS » 
MALDEN | SOMERVILLE |WALTHAM 


34 EASTERN AVE. | 236 Elm St. 666-1900 | 359 MOODY ST 


324-6381) or 1893-5157 


OPEN DAILY—CALL STORES FOR NIGHT HOURS 


Converts easily to a king-size bed. Covered in wide- 
wale corduroy. Choice of colors. $175 


FURNITURE FAIR the tver !29 store 


1042 BEACON ST., BROOKLINE — 277-2085 

















DO-IT-YOURSELF DISCOUNT FRAMING 


YOU SAVE 


Use our workshop and we will provide to your order the cut frame, mats, glass and back- 
ing for a professional frame. We provide the tools, work booths, help, and guarantee: diagonal to one corner. Bed- 
your satisfaction. We even replace anything you mess up, free of charge. There is no way rooms are on a loft with bal- 
you can lose, and you save the price of custom framing. cony. 


There is a great sense that this 
LESS THAN ONE HOUR FOR A PROFESSIONAL FRAMING JOB 














is where these two people and 
their baby daughter, Miriam, 
and any other children they 
‘might have, live. There are all 


FRAMERS’ WORKSHOP fis... 


There are several catches, 
198-200 Washington Street, Brookline Village 


though, to this fable. 
It took more than $10,000 for 
Mon.-Thurs. 10-9 © Fri.-Sat., 10-6 
734-4995 : 


the three lots of land. It took 
some connections. It took in- 
credible amounts. of help from 
the local building inspector. The 
beer was ‘an investment: spread 
over time, of $2000 to $3000. The 
generous, exuberant natures of 
the Wolfes attracted lots of free 
help. 

The package, in dollars spent 
on the house alone, excluding the 
unpaid labor, ran about $37,000. 
The inevitable mortgage is 
$25,000, secured near the com- 
pletion of construction. The 
| héuse is Worth, at a guess, 
$45,000 to $50,000. ‘ 

The biggest catch is almost be- 
yond comprehension. It takes a 
professional builder two to four 
months to build a heuse. It took 
the Wolfes five years — working 
nights, weekends, and not work- 
ing on the house in the winter. 

The Wolfes had the advan- 
tage of living two'doors away all 
the time in Craig’s father’s sum- 
mer house.. They also did not 
stop living for the building. 

Was it worth it? Craig was 
about 25 when he began. He 
seems 24 or so now. Pam and 
Miriam are younger — and the 
one on the way is still younger. 

“Tt is very nice to drink wine 
you made yourself and watch the 
sunset in a house you made your- 
self,”’ says Craig. 

“I think other people ought to 
try to build a house. They should 
take all the advice they can get, 
but the most important thing is 
not to listen when someone says 
no, or that something absolutely 
can’t be done.” 

The Wolfes seem to be excep- 
tional people. But there is a very 
thin line between doing easily 
what everyone else does and 
doing something very different. 
Time passes at the same rate 
either way. 

No situation is the same. 
Many don’t have even the mini- 
mum of cash and most don’t 
have the patience to strive to do 
even the Woodridge Builders 
kind of house. 

The only point is that buying 
or building a house seems a little 
too important to do with less 
understanding and less discre- 





CATALOG 
SURPLUS 


MOST OF OUR MERCHANDISE IS CATALOG SURPLUS 
AND NEW ITEMS ARE ARRIVING 4 





many one-of-a-kind 


save 50% off 


regular catalog prices 


recliners, chairs, tables, end tables, 
hutches, bar stools, bureaus, juven- 
ile furniture, beds, mattresses, box 
springs, headboards, and many, 
many more. Slightly scratched, 
dented or damaged, some new. 


mattresses reduced 30-50 foundations reduced 50-70 
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Bad Taste 


Continued from page 9 
have. And if you're afraid your 
neighbors might say your “lawn”’ 
is too perfect to be real, add 
some touches of authenticity to 
throw them off balance. Buy 
some plastic crabgrass and 
spread it strategically about, 
along with a mound or two of 
rubber dog droppings from 
Jack’s Joke Shop (89¢) — or 
make do with what you have. 
As .if artificial grass isn’t 
enough to. burn your memory 
into the minds of fellow prop- 
erty owners, something to ac- 
cent all that new greenery is in 
order. May we suggest lawn stat- 
uary? Nothing by Calder or 
Picasso, mind you — such 
choices are far too costly for the 
average nit looking for some- 
thing recognizable. Try instead 
for the classic jockey with arm 
extended (they can be ordered in 
your choice of skin tone depend- 
ing on your racial background 
and that of your neighborhood) 
or a rotund Buddha for devotees 
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Going from the divine to the 
ridiculous, we have some stat- 


be you’re into gnomes, reindeer, 
donkeys, elephants, mice, poo- 
dies, fire hydrants or concrete 
mushrooms. Lucky you. These 
can be obtained at the 
land Com- 


wen’ af to Weet Fite Bes Ei 


South Boston. The dust-covered 
workers who feverishly turn out 
such masonary masterpieces 
hand-finish each of these stat- 
ues at a complete cost of from $2 


to $200, depending on the size of 
the item. Order several and top 
it all off. with the piece de resis- 
tance, a distinctive cenient bird- 
bath with a mirror sphere for its 
crowning glory. 

It-is this last item that com- 
petes with the jockey for a place 
in our hearts. It, too, is a classic 
and often an unmistakable sign 
that an Italian lives in the vicin- 
ity. That was not meant as an 
ethnic slur. I am an Italian. My 
grandmother and all her friends 
are Italian. With the exception of 
my grandmother, they all had 
concrete birdbaths with mirror 
spheres. As they got on in years, 
nine out of 10 of those friends ex- 
pressed a preference for one of 
them in lieu of.a gravestone. 
Most took the Rock of Ages cop- 
out when they realized their 
names were too long to be in- 
scribed circumferentially around 
the base of the bath. The pity is 
we may never see one of these 
babies used as a grave marker. 


National velvet 


Connoisseurs of crapola are 
fortunate in that things gaudy 
and cheesy are often found in 


concentrated abundance. One 
-could go for blocks along New- 


bury Street and never see-any- 


thing that was really in bad taste 
— bizarre, yes, but not in bad 
taste. It’s not until you hit places 
like Central Square that one 
strikes the mother-lode of kitsch. 
Kitsch is such a good word for 
the things we can buy here. 
Loosely translated, it means “ar- 
tistic rubbish.” It is the daily art 
of our time, art of and for-the 
masses. Junk. I love it. 

It’s not difficult to spot the 
stores where junk art is sold. If 
salespeople wear green smocks 
and if there seems to be a pre- 
ponderance of elderly women 
with their stockings rolled down 
around their ankles, you’re on 
the right track. The clincher, 
though, is the picture policy. 
Will they let you take photo- 
graphs of the store’s interior 
without getting clearance from 
the district manager? .If they 
won't, you can be sure they have 
something to hide and it’s al- 
most certainly in bad taste. 
Woolworth’s is a prime ex- 
ample. 

This popular chain of 5-and- 


we 
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10-cent stores has done more 
than advance kitchen technol- 
ogy with such.boons to the 
housewife as Kitchen Magician 
and The Amazing Vegematic 
(we should also give honorable 
mention to Waterless Cook- 
ware, even though I found it next 
to impossible to cook rice with- 
out adding some sort of liquid). 
Singlehandedly, 
has kept alive our cultural heri- 
tage in the arts by shamelessly 
promoting the sale of paintings 
done on velvet. . 

The Museum of Fine Arts clas- 
sifies this type of painting under 
the heading of American folk art. 
It is a technique that goes back 
to the anything-goes-in-the-way- 
of-materials watercolor and craft 
movement of the early 19th cen- 
tury. At that time, young ladies 
in finishing schools were taught 
to stencil-and paint on white or 
neutral shades of .velvet. The 
museum’s Karolik Collection 
has an assortment of this type of 
work which proves that some- 
thing of museum quality has 
been produced using this me- 
dium. Luckily, nothing of-this 

Continued on page 20 


Woolworth’s~ 
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NO BED TO SLEEP ON 
Savings of 30%-60% 


_ SALLET 


ie FURNITURE COMPANY 
“44-58 HARVARD “AVENUE 
ALLSTON, MASS. 762-1891 


THE S IN SALLET MEANS $$ TO YOU 


~ You can afford a 
new mattress now, 
at prices that won't 
keep you awake 
nites worrying. 


~ Twin Sets Start At 
‘$59.00 


Full Sets Start At 


$79.00 














, 
i 


DANVERS WALPOLE 
Liberty Tree Mail Route 1 South 
777-1780 Walpole Mall 
668-9226 


FRAMINGHAM 
Cochicuate Road 
Route 30 Mail 
879-5442 





Ein aT, gy 
(amt DN 


really slept until you 
WATERREST! 


FLOAT TO SLEEP FROM $139.00 


By now you've probably gotten the message that flotation 
sleep is the very latest in the evolution of sleep. Yes, the 
human has evolved from the tree, the animal skin, the 
Stuffed mattress to THE WATERREST FLOTATION 

, SYSTEM. The exclusive Waterrest Flotation Bed's liquid 
surface wraps around your body supporting all curves and 
contours. You wake up refreshed feeling really good 
ready to face another day. Tonight, don’t fall asleep, arm 
_ on a Waterrest Flotation System. 


BANKAMERICARD e MASTERCHARGE e FINANCING AVAILABLE 


Py AMIS dy 


WORCESTER 


Worcester Center 


CAMBRIDGE . BURLINGTON 
84 Mt. Auburn St. 
Harvard Square 
661-8625 


and 


BOSTON 
657 Boylston St 
262-3750 


South Mail in 


755-1664 


Town Meeting Place 
Burlington Mail 
272-7807 











‘ye hPa fez So eae *s 
“ 





Rocka-buy 
your baby. 


You'll sing more than a 
Dixie melody in this 
classic Bentwood Rocker. 
Rattan and hand-woven 
cane in a natural 

finish. Tell them you 

stole it from us for 

only $79 (reg. $149). 
Limited time only. 

Phone orders and Master 
Charge accepted. 


Allen 


FINE FURNITURE FOR PEOPLE WHO APPRECIATE QUALITY. 
Robert Street at Belgrade Avenue. off Roslindale Square — 323-7005. : 
New Summer Hours: Open Mon.. Wed. & Thurs. 9:30 to 9:00. Tues.. Fri. & Sat. 9:30 to 5:30. 














We have excellent 
contemporary furni- 
ture at very excellent 
prices. With free 
immediate delivery 


Cambridge. 





Furniture prices can be over- inflated. 
You see it every day all over Harvard Square. 
You won't see it at b.a.holmes. 


anywhere in Boston or 


furniture for sale. 


kitchen or den. For any living space 
that you want to reflect your own style. 
Beds, carpeting, pillows, bamboo 
shades, unfinished pieces and 
accessories. We have it all. 


Interesting furniture for your 
living and dining room. For your 








So if you are looking 
for furniture, 








eo 


~ 
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Continued from page 19 

caliber will be found at Wool- 
worth’s. The neophyte kitsch- 
person can sigh in relief, know- 
ing~ he won’t inadvertently 
choose a picture with artistic 
merit. The store’s permanent 
collection (permanent largely 
because they haven’t been able 
to sell much of it) leans heavily 
on Spanish motifs with flamen- 
co dancers and matadors as the’ 
subjects. Nearly as common are 
scenes of animals, children, and 
fruit and flower still lifes. Doing 
the Karolik Collection one bet- 
ter, the curator of the retail 
chain’s art acquisitions depart- 
ment has gotten all their black 
velvet paintings done in dayglo 
colors which impart a stun- 
ningly luminous quality in day- 
light. They also save the col- 
lector much trouble in finding 
suitable illumination indoors 
since, in all probability, the 
paintings glow in the dark and 
thus double as excellent night- 
lights. 

The more common velvets in 
the smaller sizes cost between $7 
and $10. The more serious col- 
lector of such art will want to 
peruse the gallery at the 5-and- 
10’s downtown store on Wash- 
ington Street, the Louvre of low- 
ness in home decoration. Here 
can be found the masterpieces of 


banality ‘which can set your 
home or 4 t apart from 
al others — perhaps per- 
manently. A portrait of a young 
black woman with a single-sym- 
bolic tear of triteness running 
down her cheek can be had*for 
the unusual price of $40.99 and a 
deeply moving fluorescent Last 
Supper comes in at a hefty 
$69.99. There are cheaper Last 
Suppers, but remember, you get 


what you pay for. Those who spe- . 


cialize in accumulating repro- 
ductions of Da Vinci’s master- 
piece have been known to get 
burned by unscrupulous dealers 
who advertise cheap “authen- 
tic” reproductions of the famous 
dinner scene. These collectors, 
who should know better, -dis- 
cover to their bitter disappoint- 
ment anachronisms that greatly 
reduce the value of the copy — 
telltale bowls of Jell-o in front of 
the apostles, for example. 

The Last Supper and other 
classics on cloth should not over- 
shadow the avant garde, multi- 
media black velvets that are 
making inroads in popular taste. 
Combining the old with the new, 
these works have scenes of pal- 
azzos with fountains or harbor 
views painted in traditional style 
with the added innovation of col- 
ored Christmas tree twinkle 
lights scattered haphazardly 
throughout. It is a bold step for- 
ward for lovers of velvet who 
have been locked into the mat- 
erial things of the past 150 years. 


room in the freezer. Arthur Fata 


_ 48 the man to see. Mr, Fata (pro- 


of Fine Art's Department of 

Prints and Drawings. 

Phoenix: Is there anything posi- 

oe be said for the vel- 
vet paintings we see so often in 

places like Woolworth’s? 

Answer: No. 


The only game in town 
One should expect an answer 


‘like that when one deals with 


employees of so-called ‘“‘cul- 
tural” institutions. And if you’ve 
read this far, you are un- 
doubtedly the sort of person who 
wouldn’t let a styffed shirt like 
that into your home to begin 
with. But what about a stuffed 
animal? 


Trophy hunters.and-otherlov- © 


ers of God’s four-legged crea- 
tures have been covering their 
walls and otherwise filling their 
abodes with the carcasses of 
beasts both domestic and wild. 
After all, Roy Rogers had Trig- 
ger stuffed; a similar fate may 
await Dale Evans if she beats the 
King of the Cowboys to the Last 
Round-up. You, on the other 
hand, may have simply bagged a 
lion recently and decided it’s 
time to do something with it be- 
cause it’s taking up too much 


break, 


nounced Fay’tah) is a taxider- 
mist specializing in big game — 
deer, bear, and African animals, 
to be exact. But he’s a man with 
pride. Whatever you do, don’t 
bring him the pet pussycat who 
tried tostop a garbage truck with 
a hip-check. You can’t ask a man 
who’s mounted an elephant head 
to work on the porcupine you 
croaked with a friend’s De Soto 
either — it’s akin to asking 
Christian Barnard to perform a 
pedicure. Besides, business is so 
good that most taxidermists are 
almost a year behind in their 
work. They don’t need that type 
of business. Mr. Fata will, how- 


‘ever, do a splendid job on the 


nobler prey. Give the man a 
moose and he’s happy. You’d be 
smiling, too if you were getting 
what he charges to mount an 
animal head. The cost_of.put~ 
ting the head ofa white tailed 
deer on your wall is a surprising 
$125 and a moose head will set 
you back $350. And that’s just 
the head. Multiply those figures 
by 4 for the price of fitting the 
entire animal over a fiberglass 
frame and you'll reach the same 
conclusion we did — taxidermy 
isn’t cheap. 

There are smaller animals Ar- 
thur will do. Let’s say you raise 
pheasants or other feathered 
game and suppose your prize 
pheasant dies. That’s a tough 
losing your bird. Nat- 











SIMMONS eSERTA 
COMFORT BEDDING 


MATTRESSES 
TWIN, STARTING AT 


HiRisers (com 
STARTING A 


IN STOCK. .. 





A FULL LINE OF 


CHAIRS — STUDY 
CHAIRS — 
STYLE, COLOR and 
DESCRIPTION. . . 





TWIN ¢ FULL ¢ QUEEN & KING 


FULL STARTING AT $45.97 
QUEEN STARTING AT $71.97 
KING STARTING AT $94.97 


RECLINERS — SIDE 
IN EVERY 


ier ga $91 a7, 


eKING 


KOIL ¢ SPRING AIR e 


°e ETC.¢ 


egood quality furniture, 
egood famous names, 


LAMPS, STARTING AT $6.99 


TABLES STARTING AT$15.99 


$35.97 


PICTURES STARTING AT$8.99 
CHESTS STARTING AT $34.97 
RUGS STARTING AT $29.97 


LOWEST PRICES 


$149.97 
MOST EVERYTHING 


Studio Couches 
Sofa Beds 
Queen Hide-Aways 





DISCOUNT FURNITURE & SLEEP SHOP. . 


Full Size Hide-Aways 


$7997 
$249" 


CHOICE OF COLORS — STYLES 
MATERIALS ETC. ETC. HUGH 








i al Jt 
IN CAMBRIDGE 
in The-Porter Square Shopping Ctre. 
On Mass. Ave. - Just 
Harvard Square ¢ On MBTA Line 


Open Every Eve. Including 
MASTERCHARGE and BANKAMERICARD | 


egood low prices, 

egood service 
PROMPT 
DELIVERY 
SERVICE 


FOR THE PAST 
18 YEARS 
TAGS HAS 
BEEN KNOWN 
FOR THEIR 








Sat. 











_ a_i Tel. 554-7400) 








urally, sentiment dictates that 
you don’t toss it into the gar- 
bage like some feather duster 
that’s outlived its usefulness. 
Nor would seeing a plucked blue- 
ribbon champion bounce 
around in a bag of Shake and 
Bake do much for the heavy 
heart. We suggest taking that 
limp little body down to Fata’s 
Taxidermy Studio at 26 Solaris 
Road in Hyde Park and let Fata 
fool with your fowl. He could be 
just the man to fill the bill. 


A scarce commode-ity 


Let’s talk toilets for a minute. 

It used to be the only place in 
the house where one could lock 
out his or her parents and have a 
little privacy to read or sniff a lit- 
tle Air Wick, but the revolution 
of rising expectations has made 
us demand more from the john _ 
than. isolation. A~ few laughs 
would be nice. They can be im- 
ported from a threesome of stores 
that do their vulgar best in sup- 
plying touches of bathroom hu- 
mor. Jack’s Joke and Trick Shop 
located at 4a Park Square (a sis- 
ter store is at 32 Bromfield 
Street) is a Mecea for practical 
jokers and other oddballs. Every- 
thing you need to make a fool of _ 
yourself, from whooppee cush- 
ions to plastic vomit, can be 
found in quantity here. For the 
bathroom, the “used”’ toilet pa- 
per is a real charmer. A roll can 
be purchased for a modest $1.50, 
but if the price is too steep there 
is the alternative of buying con- 
ventional white toilet tissue and 
a brown crayon and making your 
own. It’s time consuming and a 
bit difficult to roll up neatly af- 
ter the last sheet has been col- 
ored, but it can be done. An- 
other knee-slapper is a 25-cent 
box of powder that is sprinked on 
a bar of soap, which then turns 
into a bloody red mess when the 
unsuspecting» work it into a 
lather. Actually it-works pretty 
well, as does théhalf-scale fac: 
simile of a toilet which serves.as 
an ash tray. This last item is 


| $3.98; for twerhuche manatee 
Jack Horner Novelties at 1 


Tremont Street will sell you a 
parking meter for the john, an 
indispensable example of lava- 
tory levity. 

As yet, no one has come up 
with a musical toilet seat, a fix- 
ture-that would meet with in- 
stant commercial success espe- 
cially if a Bicentennial theme 
could bé tied in with it. We were 
thinking along the lines of some- 
thing in knotty pine that plays 
“Yankee Doo-Doo Dandy” when 
it’s sat upon, or a Paul Revere 
model could be marketed with 
the inscription “‘A number one if 
by land, a number two if by sea.” 
We shouldn't limit ourselves to a 
strictly patriotic appeal. Think 
of the mellow mood set by a tail 
triggered rendering of “Ebb 
Tide” and the memory of Duke 
Ellington. can be turned into 
cash by a seat that plays one of 
his familiar melodies. “In My 
Solitude” might be appropriate 
and a perfect companion tune for 
the one written on the shower 
curtain ($16) seen recently in the 
bath accessory department of 
Jordan Marsh. The song? “Ap- 
ril Showers”, of course. ; 


On getting the chair 
and prism terms 


The embarrassment of own- 
ing declasse furniture is ameli- 
orated, to an extent, by its func- 
tional aspects. True, the flesh 
may crawl at the prospect of sit- 
ting in a couch that looks like it’s 
grown a winter coat, but no mat- 
ter how ugly a chair or sofa is, 
one can still sit in it. The room 
itself may benefit from its pres- 
ence if the right person handles 
the interiors. You probably 
aren’t one of these people, so you 
can accumulate items of this na- 
ture with abandon, knowing that 
the overall effect you are likely to 
achieve will stop a rhino at 50 
yards. Once again, one of the 
best places to go is Central 
Square, but the ear should be 
cocked for radio and TV. com- 

Continued on pagé 22 



























The perfect compliment to your solid wood table from 
Bowl & Board Furniture - arm $74, side $52 


25 MT. AUBURN ST. CAMBRIDGE, 661-0375 


HINGHAM, 749-5451 
VINEYARD HAVEN, 693-9441 
NEWPORT, 401-847-3080 
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with the treasures bought at sou- 


be lit properly. Elegantly. With a 
crystal chandelier. 


put 
il 
He 


—<: 
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Continued from page 20 
mercials in which partners in a 
furniture outlet accuse each 
other of being non compos men- 
tis for giving away dinette sets at 
ridiculously low prices. Stores i 
owned by people like that are 
veritable goldmines of crapola. 
They may even have a vintage i 
knick-knack shelf or two lying i 
around collecting dust. Once the 
knick-knack shelf has been 
nailed to the plaster and filled — is intended. Go for broke. If the ci 3 return, some monosyillable that 
means “comfort station” in Hin- 
di? Or would he smile serenely 


) , & be another's gain, for what could (¢ 
BEFORE YOU BUY! |=2====='= 


INDIAN DESIGN RUGS——5’6”x8’—— 844,00 [| @uvstvrentad 


GREEK FLOKATI eo Wisse co 
100% WOOL — 4’x6’ $30.00 933-8866 + 933-8408 


SWEDISH RYAS br ennen wate omnes edits 
100% WOOL 6’6”x9’'1 0’—%99.00 


CHINESE STRAW RUGS—4x6 $10.00 
CHINESE STRAW RUGS——6’9 *25.00 


AMERICAN ; a for No, 100W8:c0- 
BRAIDED RUGS 5’6’x8'6”—_*45.00 (EVEREADY 


ALSO: ; 
Large selection of Indian hand-knotted rugs, Belgian wool with oriental designs, : 
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All-American 

burburs from India and Africa, throw pillows, hammocks, wail ha s from S. : 

America, India and Africa " nging ° LANTERN 
Not only 


it you don'tsee it in our store... | } |: waterproof... 
ask usif : — it floats, too! 
We accept. .. Maes fe b Ua i OD 
Master Charge on : @ High-impact case-resists oils, greases, most chemicals... 

ae BankAmericard : @ Functional...push button switch...easy-grip handle. 

: wt A , E ; 

In The Garage 74 COMBINATION SPECIAL : 
‘. SEPARATELY $8 . 
36 BOYLSTON STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 © 868-5595 s SAVES3°° BOTH ony" Ore beter 
With This Adi: 
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Chandler-Levy Hardware 


EXPRESS YOURSELF... | ™=arnmn nem trtenen ton 


. 796 Beacon St. 450 Boston Post Rd. 
Decorate your walls with your own posters! Be Sit je yal snare 


899-4000 





WHAT RAKES GUA SOFAS DIFFERENT FROM OTHER SOFAS? 
Butcher Block Sofas ' 
$425 and up 


Other Sofas 
$265 and up. 


We'll blow up your favorite pictures : : ; Ons 
to 18 x 24 black-&white posters. ERE CS RAT SLO 


From $6.00-12.00 mounted. } - 3) Back cushions (and seats) that are reversible for longer life; 
4) Solid hardwood, rather than fabric, at points of greatest wear; and 
Smaller sizes available. i paawidla ae 


MORE CAREFULLY MADE. That's what people tell us after they've shopped all 
around the Boston area. 


LOWER PRICED than other quality furniture. We invite you to compare around 


M\2 BIG PICTURE || S=——— 











e 
OPEN THURSDAY EVES. TILL 8:30 


134 Mt. Auburn St a 1208 Mass. Sucaae So 











Ag? 


Saints come marching in — N.E. Statuary. 


of us face the world, but if there 
is a preference for St. Michael 
the Archangel or St. Francis of 
Assisi for the dashboard, they 
and other magnetic personal- 
ities are to be found in several 
Boston area stores for about 
$1.50 each. Get one or collect the 
whole series and populate the 
metallic surface of your choice 
with a heavenly horde that will 
be your insurance if you are un- 
expectedly thrust into the here- 
after. 

Beunke’s Card and Gift Shop 
at 555 Massachusetts Avenue in 
Cambridge has an extensive 
selection..of these little hangers- 
on keeping a dutiful. watch on 
the cash register. If this isn’t 
enough, Beunke’s can supply one 
of the truly ghastly articles avail- 
able to the faithful — a strand of 
rosary beads six feet in length, 


exactly what was needed to re- 


place the fuzzy dice that were | 


fading on the rear-view mirror. 
To protect pedestrians against 
accidents caused by the distrac- 
tion to the driver of these figu- 
rines, a wholly new set of traffic 
laws would have to be written. 
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- looks like he’ll walk right into The $15 picture shows them in a 
the room. at any moment and field with a newly planted olive 
take up a collection. Wool- tree in the foreground and the 
worth’s once again gets the cred- two men walking into the sun- 
it for this optical miracle which set. We were unable to confirm 
will bring comfort to the sick at or deny whether these men were 
heart and supply confirmation to ever partners in an olive grove, 
the old adage that there is a but somehow that seems beside 

- sucker born every minute.. the point. What is important to 

At 22 Chauncey Street, the realize is that Christian kitsch, 
Matthew Sheehan Company has and kitsch in general, will live on 
tapped a source of paintings as long as there is sentiment to 
that pair Pope John XXIII with exploit and an assembly line to 
John Kennedy, a maudlin union mass produce it forever and ever. 
of Christendom’s dynamic duo. Amen. 
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‘COMPARE 


the price and quality of new 
furniture with the select 
used furniture at” 
RECOLLECTIONS, 700 
Washington St, Brookline. 
(nr. cor. Beacon St) Open 
Mon-Sat. 10 to 5:30. Tel. 








232-5505. 








MOVING CO. 





The Caning Shop 
2364 Mass. Ave. 
Cambridge 


everything 

you need to 

make your own 

picture frame and 
SAVE MONEY 


7 Upland. Road, Cambridge 


(just off Mass.” Avenite, near Sears)” 


354-9867 
Tues Wed Thurs 10—9 Fri Sat 10—6 
Open Mon. 10-6 beginning Sept. 13th 











Fall 


FURNITURE 
Lowest Rates 


Specials 
24 Hr. Delivery 











USED 
FURNITURE 
G 


reat buys 
Slightly used furniture 
Call 787-4936 








si ie FURNITURE RENTALS 


1107-Commonweatth Ave., Brighton 787-4936 
1600 Concord St., Framingham 877-8551 - 
Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday nights & Saturday 





Live right. Here. 


Church Park is for people who For further information or 
want to live right. Right in the an appointment, call 261-5060. 
heart of Boston’s cultural Weekdays 9-5 
district. Right by the MBTA Weekends 10-4 
in and out of Boston. Right by Financed by Massachusetts 
every convenience shopping Housing Finance Authority. 
need, from banking to All units are available on an 
groceries. Right in one of Back open occupancy basis. 
Bay’s finest residences. 

Church Park. With 


spacious interiors. Complete 
spacious interiors. Complete CFT |RCH PARK 
parking. 24 hour security. Pie 

Laundry facilities. Roof top ie 

garden and recreation area. 


Certainly if you want to live 
right, you’ll do it at Church 
Park. 


one bedroom from $287 
two bedrooms from $407. 


Managed by Niles Co. Inc. 
221 Massachusetts Avenue 


EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES (=) 


EON NE OCD 








= DISTRIBUTION CENTER 


At the BRANDS MART Distribution Center you'll find savings for every one of your rooms. The BRANDS MART 
Distribution Center has everyuung you need to make your home homey; from area rugs to kitchen cabinets, from box 
springs to bed spreads, from. furniture of all types to hi-fi equipment, televisions, air conditioners, refrigerators, dish- 
washers, freezers, dryers, washers, ranges, and more — even vacuum cleaners to make a clean sweep of your home. 


To qualify for admission to our Distribution Center, present your BRANDS MART Courtesy Card or valid college 
1.D. There’s plenty of free parking. We're off Concord Ave., between Fresh Pond and Sancta Maria Hospital, easily ac- 
cessible by the Belmont Center Bus out of Harvard Square. 


Just bring the coupons of your choice into BRANDS MART. We will take the respective amounts off-our already 
low, low prices. “At BRANDS MART, you don't get clipped, you do the clipping!” 


JUST OPENED!! BRANDS MART now has a full record department, sporting oes department and book. eae 


ment. : 
THE House and Apartment ati 8 
2 301 Direct/Reflecting | fj pe... 
SA5160 AM/FM BOOKSHELF SPEAKER SYSTEMS TORNTABLE 
STEREO RECEIVER 


Rated “Best Buy” by leading consumer publication With base, dust_cover 
25 watts per channel. 20-20 KHz, less than and (CORI 


0.8% THD. 1.9 microvolts FM - = eliptical cartridge 


OUR REGULAR LOW, LOW BRANDS MART PRICE 









































Coupon No. 950 Coupon No. 954 


APARTMENT REFRIGERATOR | _ $10 OFF ..x 





] | Coupon Price | | | | & VACUUM CLEANER 


5gR | | (in stock) 


| Coupon must be presented at time of 
Coupon must be presented at ume ot purchase Coupon expires Oct. 11, 1976 
976 | 











Coupon expires Oct. 11 


a | WEEE 
BLACK & WHITE PORTABLE TV } PORTABLE CASSETTE RECORDER 


pea Or use this coupon as With built-in condenser 
a $10 OFF Coupon Price mic. and auto-shut-off. 


. manatee Ieee es : I Coupon Price 
hi SF acectawme | *OQ® . 





























Portable (in stock) 


Coupon must be presented at time of purchase 
Coupon expires Oct. 11, 1976 











Coupon No. 952 





Coupon No. 956 


TWIN SIZE MATTRESS & i = , - 
BOX SPRING COMBINATION | vacate | AUDIO SERVICE 


7 —! {With Frame) 6” Foam Padding il ace il ; G50 OFF 











Coupon Price 


$ Wi 127 | Mii #| Our already low, low price on any COD repair of 
Ht i audio equipment. Present this coupon when paying 
your bill. $5 will be deducted for service. 


Coupon expires Oct. 11, 1976 

















Coupon No. 953 


GET) R5000 i | | KINGSIZE WATERBED SYSTEM 
AM/FM Digital CLOCK RADIO i} Hi Kingsize mattress with liner, 


Handsome Walnut Cabinet | [il Ht ‘ heater, platform and frame. 
Coupon Price Hi I Pe pas Coupon Price 



































Coupon must be presented at time of purchase Ht HII! Coupon must be presented at tine me of purchase 


Coupon expires Oct. 11, 1976 Hit ae ane nee ne cent ae Hi | Coupon expires Oct. 11, 1976 ' 


if you're PRICE SMART ond BRAND SMART, you'll shop the BRANDS MART Distribution Center 


\ errors. 
etre BRANDS MART (=== 
— 3 DISTRIBUTION CENTER © iiiahiieshadausmientcsiaiedhemetaes 


127 SMITH PLACE CAMBRIDGE (FRESH POND) 547-6900 
HOURS: Mon. 9-9 @ Tues. 9-6 © Wed. 9-9 @ Thurs. 9-6 © Fri. 9-6 @ Sat. 9-4 
*These Coupons WIil Not Be Honored With Any Other Coupons On Similar items 
NOW OPEN IN RHODE ISLAND: Our New Location at 6946 Post Ad., N. Kingston. Tel. (401) 884-7200 


























